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Email: debj@austin.utexas.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D., Child Psychology, University of Minnesota, Institute of Child Development.      
(Dissertation Advisor: Alan Sroufe) 
 
B.S., Psychology, University of California, Berkeley            
Graduated with Distinction, Highest Honors in Academic Scholarship 
 
PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 
2014 – Present  Phyllis L. Richards Endowed Professorship in Child Development 
2015 – 2019 Amy Johnson McLaughlin Director, School of Human Ecology, University of Texas at 

Austin 
2008 – 2016 Chair, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, University of Texas at 

Austin 
2003 – Present Professor, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, University of 

Texas at Austin  
1996 – 2003 Associate Professor, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, 

University of Texas at Austin 
2001 – 2002 Visiting Professor, Department of Dynamic and Clinical Psychology, La Sapienza, 

Universita de Roma 
1996 – 1997  Visiting Professor, Department of Psychology, University of California at Berkeley 
1988 – 1995 Assistant Professor, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, 

University of Texas at Austin 
 
 
     Affiliations  
 
2021 – Present  Faculty Affiliate, Texas Center for Equity Promotion  
2019 – Present  Faculty Affiliate, Waggoner Center for Alcohol & Addiction Research  
2000 – Present  Faculty Associate, Population Research Center  
2000 – Present  Faculty Affiliate, Center for Women and Gender Studies 
2014 – 2022  Faculty Affiliate, Center for Health and Social Policy 
  

mailto:debj@austin.utexas.edu


SERVICE 
 
UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE AND SCHOOL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY 
 

• Executive Committee, Waggoner Center for Alcohol and Addiction Research, 2023-present 
• Public Health Program, School of Human Ecology, 3rd yr review committee, Chair, 2023-2024 
• Textiles and Apparel (TXA) Advisory Council, 2021-present 
• Textiles and Apparel (TXA) Budget Council, Merit Review and Promotions, 2020-present 
• Department of Nutritional Sciences, Promotion and Tenure committee member, 2022-2023 
• Textiles and Apparel (TXA) Mid-Probationary review committee member, 2020-2022 
• Grant Reviewer for Catalyst Grant Competition, College of Natural Sciences, 2020-2021         
• Program of Public Health, Mid-Probationary review committee member, 2020-2021 
• Faculty Women’s Council, Steering Committee member, 2002-2019   
• Director, School of Human Ecology, College of Natural Sciences, 2015-2019 

o Oversaw the Departments of Human Development and Family Sciences and 
Nutritional Sciences, Division of Textiles and Apparel and Program of Public Health 
housed in the School of Human Ecology. Responsible for budgets, hiring, 
supervising and training staff in the School of Human Ecology, Oversaw Human 
Ecology School Advisory Council – Events, Meetings and Membership, 
Development & External Relations, Gearing Building Space and Building 
Operations, Student Scholarships and School of Human Ecology Events (Graduation, 
Family Day, Explore UT) 

o Division Head for TXA – Oversaw Budgets, Faculty & Staff Hiring, Merit Review, 
Curriculum and Course offerings, Internships, Study Abroad in Paris, Fashion Show, 
Iris Apfel Merchandizing Event in New York 

o Division Head for Public Health Program -- Budgets, Faculty & Staff Hiring, 
Curriculum and Course offerings, Study Abroad in Guatemala, Merit Review, and 
Internships 

• Promotion and Tenure Committee, College of Natural Sciences, 2007-2008  
 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES 
 

• Six-Year Review Committee, Chair (2023-2024) 
• Elected HDFS Space Committee Member, 2021- present 
• Graduate Admission Committee Member, 2020-present 
• 100th year birthday celebration committee for Child and Family Lab School, 2024 
• Awards and Recognitions, Chair, 2019-present 
• Mid-Probationary review committee Chair, 2022-2023 
• Promotion & Tenure Committee Chair, 2019-2023 
• Elected Merit Review Committee, 2020-2023, Chair, 2022-2023 
• HDFS Faculty Search Committees, 2019-2020 (Chair), 2022-2023 (committee member) 
• Department Chair, 2008-2016 

o Oversaw Budgets, Faculty and Staff Hiring, Promotions and Review, Staff Training 
& Supervision, member of all departmental committees, responsible for curriculum 
and course offerings, facilities and all operations of the Priscilla Pawn Flawn Child 



and Family Laboratory. Developed new programs and initiatives (departmental 
Honors program, Study Abroad in Italy, Lab School PALS, playground renovation). 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  
 
GRANT REVIEW SERVICE 
 
• Review Panel Member, NICHD Scientific Review panel, National Institutes of Health, 2019-2021 
• Ad hoc reviewer, Development and Learning Sciences, Division of Behavioral and Cognitive 

Sciences, National Science Foundation, 1998-2001, 2019-2020 
• Panel Member, Phase-Oriented Treatment of Psychological Trauma:  Attachment Disorders, 

Trauma and Relational Disturbance. Department of Continuing Education, Harvard Medical 
School, 2002 

• Grant Panel Member, NIH Center for Scientific Review, Violence and Traumatic Stress  and 
Adolescent Family Life panels, 1997-1998 

 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION SERVICE 
 
• Submission reviewer for the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 

Development, Social Development and Family Panel, 2015, 2017, 2020, 2021 Family Process 
Panel 2023 

• International Attachment Working Group, Updated the Assessment of Parent-Child Attachment 
at Age six, 2019-2023 

• Director, Adult Attachment Training Institutes, held at University of California, Berkeley, 
Harvard University and Sapienza, University di Roma, 2000-2017 

• President-elect, President and Past President, Society for Research in Human Development, 
2000-2006 

• Organizer, Biennial Meetings, Society for Research in Human Development, 2000, 2001, 2002 
• Developed Training for 6-year Attachment Reunion (2021-2023) 
 
PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL SERVICE 
 
• Editorial Board, Attachment and Human Development, 2001 – present 
• Editorial Board, Journal of Psychology and Philosophy, 2005 - present   
• Ad hoc reviewer for American Psychologist, Child Development, Child Development Perspectives, 

Developmental Psychology, Development and Psychopathology, Frontiers in Psychology, Human 
Development, Infant Mental Health, Journal of Family Psychology, Journal of Family Violence, Journal of 
Marriage and Family, Parenting, Pediatrics, Personal Relationships, Family Relations, Psychological 
Science, 1990-present 

 
 
 
 
 



GRANTS 
Current Funding 

 
Funding 
Agency 

Role Title Total Award/Dates 

 
National Institutes 
of Health 
R01  
DK135947-01A1 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
Mothers and CareGivers Investing in 
Children: A virtual intervention to support 
healthy growth and development in infants 
and toddlers (with Elizabeth Widen) 

     
     $3,208,620 
     4/01/2024-3/30/2029 
      

 
Episcopal Health 
Foundation 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
Incorporating Responsive and Sensitive 
Feeding into ParentCentering at CommUnity 
Care, Supplement (with Elizabeth Widen,  
Megan Gray and Michelle Galles) 

 
$50,000 
3/01/2025 -8/31/2025 
 

 
Episcopal Health 
Foundation 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
Incorporating Responsive and Sensitive 
Feeding into ParentCentering at CommUnity 
Care (with Elizabeth Widen and Megan Gray) 

 
$150,000 
3/01/2024 -2/28/2025 

 
 
National Institute 
on Drug Abuse 
R01 HEAL 
Initiative  
RFA-DA-23-050 

 
Co-
Investigator 
(with major 
role) 

 
Development and validation of algorithms to 
automatically detect maternal sensitivity to 
infant distress in gold-standard and everyday 
interactions (PI: Kaya de Barbaro) 

     
     $2,071,821 

10/01/2023-12/31/2028 
 
 

 
CNS Catalyst 
Grant 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
Responsive feeding, child self-regulatory 
abilities and early life obesity (with Elizabeth 
Widen and Nicole Perry) 

 
$50,000 
9/01/2023 -8/31/2025 

American 
Diabetes Assoc., 
Nutrition & 
Diabetes 

 
Co-
Investigator 

 
First Thousand Days: Prevention of Early 
Life Obesity in Latino Infants and Toddlers 
(PI: Megan Gray) 

 
     $414,000 

 1/01/2023-12/31/2025 

 
National Egg 
Board of the Egg 
Nutrition Center  

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
Mother and CareGivers Investing in Children 
(MAGIC): A family-based intervention for 
promoting optimal infant feeding and 
development (with Elizabeth Widen) 

 
$200,000 
11/02/2020-12/1/2024 

 

 
The National 
Cattlemen Beef 
Association 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
The role of protein in children’s diet and 
effects on motor, growth, self-regulation and 
neurocognitive development (with Elizabeth 
Widen) 

 
$250,000 
9/15/2022 -10/14/2024 

 

  
 

   
    



Pork Checkoff 
Board   

Co-Principal 
Investigator  

Do infants consuming animal protein have 
higher dietary quality and protein intake than 
nonconsumers during complementary 
feeding? (with Elizabeth Widen) 
 

   $46,000 
   9/01/2023-12/31/2024 

 
Dell Med/Dell 
Children’s 
Pediatric 
Research Grant  

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
Role of food insecurity and responsive  
feeding in early life self-regulation of  
eating. (with Elizabeth Widen) 

 
$10,000 
9/01/2023 -8/31/2024 

 

 
Pending Funding 

 
Funding Agency Role Title Total Award/Dates 

 
National Institute of 
Deafness and other 
Communication 
Disorders (R21) 

 
Co-
Investigator 

 
Bilingualism, acculturation and language-
related interactions between Latinx 
parents and their young children (PI: 
Catharine Echols) 
 

    
    $1,467,000 
    6/01/2024-5/31/2026 

  
Pork Checkoff Board 
(submitted LOI, awaiting 
approval to submit full 
proposal)   

 
Co-
Principal 
Investigator  

 
Effects of infants’ consumption of animal 
protein on children’s self-regulatory abilities, 
growth and development (with Elizabeth 
Widen) 

 
   $150,000 
   9/01/2024 -8/31/2027 
 

 
Previous Funding 

 
Funding Agency Role Title Total Award/Dates 

 
The National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association 

 
Co- 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
A family-based intervention for promoting  
optimal infant feeding and development  
(PI: Elizabeth Widen) 

 
$200,000 
91/01/2020 – 8/31/2022 

 
 
St. David’s Foundation 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Promoting positive parent feeding practices  
and healthy eating in young children:  
A guide for parents (with Nancy Hazen  
and Ladia Hernandez) 
 

 
$10,000 

    10/01/2019 – 8/31/2020 

 
St. David’s Foundation 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Promoting positive parent feeding practices  
and healthy eating in young children:  
The unique role of grandparents (with 
Nancy Hazen, Ladia Hernandez and  
Elizabeth Widen) 
 

     
     $99,637     
    10/1/2017 – 8/31/2020 



 
 
Wellcome Trust 

 
Co-
Investigator 

 
Disorganized attachment in contemporary 
Attachment Theory: A critical analysis of 
paradigms, debates and applications (PI: 
Robbie Duschinsky) 

 
    $40,000 
    1/1/2017 – 5/31/2018 

 
 
RGK Foundation. 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Project OPEN: Fostering social and  
emotional development in young children 

 
   200,000 
   1/1/2014 – 12/31/2017 

 
Texas Methodist 
Foundation 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Parent training in positive guidance:  
Stability and change in parental attitudes  
about discipline and children’s social and  
emotional competence (with Nancy Hazen) 

 
   $44,967 
   6/15/08 – 8/31/10 

 
Hudson Foundation. 

 
Co- 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Hudson Foundation. Pathways to earned 
Security (PI: Nancy Hazen) 

 
   $25,000 
   9/1/06 – 8/31/07 

 
Hogg Foundation for 
Mental Health. 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Transition to first-time parenthood: 
antecedents and developmental outcomes 
of infant attachment security 
(with Nancy Hazen) 

 
   $45,296 
   9/1/06 – 8/31/07 

 
National Science 
Foundation 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
Parental Models of Attachment and 
Caregiving (DBS-9212990) 
(with Nancy Hazen) 

 
   $234,815 
   9/1/06 – 8/31/07 
 

 
 
GRANTS, ENDOWMENTS & GIFTS RAISED FOR THE SCHOOL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY 
 
 

Dates 
 

Agency and Title 

 
1/01/2016–12/31/2019 

Three Beaumont Foundation Grants 
Scholarships for Human Ecology Students and Lab School Families 
PI: Deborah Jacobvitz, Co-PI: Amy Bryan  
Total: $60,000 ($20,000 for each gift) 

 
1/2017 – 3/2019 

 
Barbara Wofford Excellence Endowment in Human Ecology 
With assistance from TXA faculty member Eve Nichols 
Funded equipment, software, renovation of TXA labs in Gearing, 
$450,000 

 
1/01/2017 –12/31/2019 

 
Gifts for the Production of the Iris Apfel Coloring Book for student scholarships  
Coordinated with TXA faculty Nancy Prideaux & Sara Stewart Stevens who  
led this effort. 



$85,000 (has now generated over $140K from sales) 
 
1/01/2017 –12/31/2019 

 
Gifts to Renovate Gearing Hall 
For the Laura Suffield and Judy Suer Suite, $30,000 

 
1/01/2014 –12/31/2015 

 
Grants from the Herschey Foundation ($7200) & Inman Foundation ($25,000) 
and Gifts from individuals ($126,000) for the Priscilla Pond Flawn Child and  
Family Laboratory Playground ($158,200) 

 
Grant and Fellowship Mentorship:  
 
2024-2025, Bea Maclaine, Alcohol Training Grant supplemented with Bruce Jones Fellowship, 
Waggoner Center for Alcohol and Addition Research (WCAAR), University of Texas at Austin. 
One-year graduate student funding including stipend, benefits and tuition). 
 
2024-2025, Alia Callum, CNS Deans Strategic Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin. $40,000 
plus benefits and tuition (one-year graduate student funding). 
 
Summer 2024, Gabriela Aquino Aguilar, University of Texas at Austin Graduate School Summer 
Fellowship. $8,500 plus benefits and tuition (3 months). 
 
Summer 2024, Shuqi Zhang, University of Texas at Austin Graduate School Summer Fellowship. 
$8,500 plus benefits and tuition (3 months). Declined in order to take a research position. 
 
2019-2020, Gabriela Aquino Aguilar, McNair Scholars Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin. 
$44,100 plus benefits (one-year graduate student funding). 
 
2019-2022, Ziyu Tian, Bruce Jones Fellowship, Waggoner Center for Alcohol and Addition 
Research (WCAAR), University of Texas at Austin. $136,300 (3 years full graduate student 
funding). 
 
Fellowships Submitted: 
 
2021-2022, Shuqi Zhang, Association for Psychological Science (APS). Student Grant Competition, 
Student Research Award. 
 
2021-2024, Gabriela Aquino Aguilar, National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 
Program. 
 
Undergraduate Student Award: 
 
Spring 2024, Lauren Sukhu was selected to present her work, Restraint and Seclusion Bias in 
Schools, at the Capital of Texas Undergraduate Research Conference. 
 
 



PUBLICATIONS 
(*DENOTES STUDENT UNDER MY MENTORSHIP) 
 
1. *Aquino, G. A, Perry, N., *Aviles, A., I., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (in press). Developmental 

antecedents of Attention-deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder symptoms in middle childhood. The 
role of father-child interactions and children’s emotional underregulation. Development and 
Psychopathology. Advance Online Doi:10.1017/S0954579423000408. 

 
2. Jacobvitz, D., *Aviles, A. I., *Reisz, S., & Hazen, N. (in press). Frightening maternal behavior 

over the first two years of life: Effects on children’s behavior problems in middle childhood. 
Special issue: A Tribute to Mary Main. Attachment and Human Development. 

 
3. Nivison, M. D., Filetti, C. R., Carlson, E. A., Jacobvitz, D. & Roisman, G.I. (in press). The 

convergence of retrospective and prospective assessments of childhood abuse revisited. 
Development and Psychopathology. Advance online doi:10.1017/S0954579424001032  

 
4. *Zhang, S., *Tian, Z., *Maclaine, B. A., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (in press). Trust over the 

transition to parenthood: Links to attachment, perception of partner's caregiving, and 
parenting. Journal of Family Psychology: Journal of the Division of Family Psychology of 
the American Psychological Association (Division 43), Advance online 
10.1037/fam0001215. https://doi.org/10.1037/fam0001215 

 
5. *Aviles, A., I., *Betar, S. K., *Cline S. M., *Tian., Z., Jacobvitz. D. B., & Nicholson J. S. 

(2024). Parenting young children during COVID-19: Parenting stress trajectories, parental 
mental health, and child problem behaviors. Journal of Family Psychology, 38(2), 296–
308. https://doi.org/10.1037/fam0001181 

 
6. *Aquino, G.A., Jacobvitz, D. (2023). Considerations for conducting culturally sensitive research 

and interventions with Latinx families. Family Focus. NCFR Report: Marginalized Families. 
 
7. Bakkum, L., Verhage, M. L., Schuengel, C., Duschinsky, R., Cornelisz, I., Jacobvitz, D…& 

Collaboration on Attachment Synthesis. (2023). Exploring the meaning of unresolved loss 
and trauma in more than 1,000 Adult Attachment Interviews. Development and 
Psychopathology, 35(2), 587-603. 

 
8. *Tian, Z., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. B. (2023). Triadic family interactions at 2 years: The role 

of prenatal marital quality and infants’ attachment configuration with mother and father. 
Attachment & Human Development, 25(5), 524-543. Doi: 10.1080/14616734.2023.2257677. 

 
9. *Zhang, S., *Aquino, G. A., *Tian, Z., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2023). Mothers’ resilience 

and potential for disrupted parenting in COVID-19: The protective effect of cognitive 
reappraisal. Journal of Family Psychology, 37(5), 603–613. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/fam0001103 

 
10. *Aviles, A. I., *Reisz, S., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2022). Maternal experiences of 

childhood psychological maltreatment: Relations with toddler emotional regulation. Journal 

https://doi.org/10.1037/fam0001215
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/fam0001181
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/fam0001103


of Social and Personal Relationships, 39(7), 2022 2044. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/02654075221074382  

 
11. Forslund, T., Granqvist, P., van IJzendoorn, M.H., Sagi-Schwartz, A., Glaser, D., Steele, M., … 

Jacobvitz, D., .. & Duschinsky, R. (2022). Attachment goes to court: For best interests of 
the child to good enough care. Attachment & Human Development. 24(1), 1-52. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616734.2020.1840762 

 
Translated into Spanish: 

 Forslund, T.. et al. (2022). El apego va a juicio : Problemas de custodia y proteccion infantil. 
Anuario de Psycholgia Juridica, 32(1), 115-139. https://journals.copmadrid.org/apj 
(Madrid) 

 
     Translated into Italian: 

Forslund, T.. et al. (2022). L’attaccamento va in tribunale: protezione e affidamento dei 
minori. Quaderni di Psicoterapia Cognitiva (ISSN 1127-6347, ISSNe 2281-6046), n. 
50/2022 DOI: 10.3280/qpc50-2022oa14082 (Italy) 

 
12. Forslund. T., Granqvist, P., van IJzendoorn, M.H., Steele, M., … Jacobvitz, D. & Duschinsky, 

R. (2022). La prise en compte des liens d'attachement au tribunal : protection de l'enfance et 
décisions de résidence des enfants dans les situations de séparation parentale. 
[Considerations of attachment : Child protection and children’s residency decisions in 
situations of parental separation]. Devenir, 34(1), 15-93. 

 
13. Hunter, K.E., Johnson, B.J., Askie, L., Golley R.K., Baur, L.A….Jacobvitz, D.J. and 

Transforming Obesity Prevention for CHILDren (TOPCHILD) Collaboration (2022). 
Transforming obesity prevention for CHILDren (TOPCHILD) Collaboration protocol for a 
systematic review with individual participant data meta-analysis of behavior interventions 
and prevention of early childhood obesity. BMJ: Nutrition Prevention and Health, 12 (1). 
doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2020-048166. PMID: 35058256  

 
14. Jacobvitz, D., *Aviles, A. I., *Aquino, G. A., *Tian, Z., *Zhang, S., & Hazen, N. L. (2022). 

Fathers’ sensitivity in infancy and externalizing problems in middle childhood: The role of 
coparenting. Frontiers in Psychology, 63. Special issue: Family Men: Fathers as Coparents 
in Diverse Contexts and Family Structures. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.805188 

 
15. Verhage, M. L., Schuengel, C., Holopainen, A., Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J., Bernier, A., ...& 

Jacobvitz, D. as part of the Collaboration on Attachment Transmission Synthesis (CATS) 
(2022). Conceptual comparison of constructs as first step in data harmonization: Parental 
sensitivity, child temperament, and social support as illustrations. MethodsX, 9, 101889. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mex.2022.101889 

 
16. *DeMartini, S.E., *Gallegos, M.I., Jacobvitz, D.B., Hazen, N.L. (2021). Toddlers’ Emotional 

Overregulation: Relations with Temperament and Family Emotional Climate. Family 
Relations, 70(4), 1073-1089. https://doi.org/10.1111/fare.12580  

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/02654075221074382
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616734.2020.1840762
https://journals.copmadrid.org/apj
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.805188
https://doi.org/10.1111/fare.12580


17. Hazen, N. L., *Aviles, A. I., Gallegos, M. I., *Poulsen, H. B., *Tian, Z., & Jacobvitz, 
D.  (2021). The prenatal couple relationship: Relations with postnatal family dynamics and 
child outcomes. In R. Kuersten-Hogan & J.P. McHale & R. (Eds.), Prenatal Family 
Dynamics: Couple and Coparenting Relationships during Pregnancy and Postpregnancy. 
New York: Springer 

 
18. Jacobvitz, D. & Hazen, N. (2021). The nature and developmental origins of attachment in 

adulthood (pp. 46-52). In R. A. Thompson, J. A. Simpson, & L. Berlin (Eds.), Attachment: 
The fundamental questions. New York, NY: Guilford. 

 
19. Duschinsky, R., Jacobvitz, D., & Peake, L., & * Messina, S. (2020). An extraordinary 

pernicious influence: The discursive figure of the spoiling grandmother before 1937.  
Journal of Family History, 45(2), 158-171 https://doi.org/10.1177/0363199019865924  

 
20. *Gallegos, M. I., Jacobvitz, D. B., & Hazen, N. L. (2020). Marital interaction quality over the 

transition to parenthood: The role of parents’ perceptions of spouses’ parenting. Journal of 
Family Psychology, 34(6), 766-772.  https://doi.org/10.1037/fam0000656 

 
21. Jacobvitz, D. (2020). The Adult Attachment Interview. In V. Zeigler-Hill and T. Shackelford 

(Eds.), Encyclopedia of Personality and Individual Differences, New York: Springer 
Publishing. 

 
22. *Messina, S., *Reisz, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2020).  Not Just About Food: 

Attachments Representations and Maternal Feeding Practices in Infancy, Attachment and 
Human Development, 22(5), 514-533. https://doi.org/10.1080/14616734.2019.1600153 .  

 
23. Verhage, M. L., Schuengel, C., Duschinsky, R., van IJzendoorn, M. H., Fearon, R. P., Madigan, 

S., ... Jacobvitz, D. & Collaboration on Attachment Transmission Synthesis. (2020). The 
Collaboration on Attachment Transmission Synthesis (CATS): A Move to the Level of 
Individual-Participant-Data Meta-Analysis. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 
29(2), 199-206.  

 
24. *Gallegos, M., Jacobvitz, D.,Sasaki, T., & Hazen, N. (2019). Parents’ perceptions of their 

spouses’ parenting and infant temperament as predictors of parenting and coparenting.  
Journal of Family Psychology, 33, 542—553. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/fam0000530.  

 
25. Jacobvitz, D. & *Reisz, S. (2019).  Disorganized and Unresolved states in adulthood.  Current 

Opinions in Psychology, 25, 172-176. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2018.06.006.  
 
26. *Poulsen, H.B., Hazen, N. & Jacobvitz, D. (2019). Parents’ joint attachment representations 

and caregiving:  The moderating role of marital quality. Attachment and Human 
Developmet. 21, 6, 597-615.  https://doi.org/10.1080/14616734.2018.1492003 .  

 
27. *Reisz S,*Aviles A.I,  *Messina S, Duschinsky R, Jacobvitz D, Hazen N. (2019). Fathers' 

attachment representations and infant feeding practices, Appetite, 142:104374. doi: 
10.1016/j.a104374. PMID: 31344420; PMCID: PMC6706278. .  

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0363199019865924
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/fam0000656
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616734.2019.1600153
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/fam0000530
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2018.06.006
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616734.2018.1492003


 
28. *Reisz, S., Brennan, J., Jacobvitz, D., George, C. (2019). Adult attachment and birth 

experience: Importance of secure base and save haven during childbirth. Journal of 
Reproductive and Infant Psychology, 37, 26-43. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02646838.2018.1509303. (Impact Factor = 3.21) 

 
29. *Brazeau, N, George, C,  *Reisz, S., & Jacobvitz, D. (2018). Understanding the connection 

between attachment trauma and maternal self-efficacy in depressed mothers. Infant Mental 
Health Journal. 39, 30-43. DOI: 10.1002/imhj.21692. 

 
30. Freeland-Graves, J.H., Jacobvitz, D.B, &  *Sachdev, P. (2018). Role of grandparents in 

childhood obesity during first two years of life.  Journal of Nutrition Health and Food 
Science. 6, 1-11. Doi: 10.15226/jnhfs.2018.001141. 

 
31. Jacobvitz, D. (2018).  Dismissing-Avoidant Individuals. In M.H. Bornstein (Ed)., The Sage 

Encyclopedia of Lifespan Human Development. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
 
32. Verhage, M.L., Fearon, P., Schuengel, C., van Ijzendoorn, M.H., Bakersmans-

Kanenburg…Jacobvitz, D. (2018). Examining ecological constraints on the 
intergenerational transmission of attachment via individual participant data meta‐analysis. 
Child Development, 89, 2023-2037.  https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13085 

 
33. *Gallegos, M.I., & *Murphy, S.E., Benner, A.D., Jacobvitz, D.B., & Hazen, N.L. (2017). 

Marital, parental, and whole family predictors of toddler emotion regulation: The role of 
parental emotional withdrawal. Journal of Family Psychology, 31(3), 294-303. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/fam0000245\ 

 
34. Granqvist P., Sroufe L.A., Dozier M., Hesse E., Steele M., van Ijzendoorn M., Solomon J., 

Schuengel C., Fearon P., Bakermans-Kranenburg M., Steele H., Cassidy J., Carlson E., 
Madigan S., Jacobvitz D., Foster S., Behrens K., Rifkin-Graboi A., Gribneau N., Spangler 
G., Ward M.J., True M., Spieker S., Reijman S., Reisz S., Tharner A., Nkara F., Goldwyn 
R., Sroufe J., Pederson D., Pederson D., Weigand R., Siegel D., Dazzi N., Bernard K., 
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grandmothers, daughters and grandchildren.  Colloquium, Department of Psychology, Texas A & M 
University.  College Station, TX. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1991, March). Reconstructions of family relationships and the development of intimacy in close 

relationships: A systems approach. Colloquium, Department of Family and Child Studies, Auburn 
University.  Auburn, Alabama. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1987, June).  Developmental and longitudinal aspects of Attention Deficit Disorders.  

Conference on Attention Deficit Hyperactivity in Children and Adolescents: Assessment and 
Intervention, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1987, February). Family antecedents of self-regulatory capacities in school children. 

Colloquium,  Department of Child and Family Studies, Cornell University. Ithaca, NY. 
 
Jacobvitz, D. (1987, January). The origins of attentional, impulsive and overactive behavior in middle 

childhood.  Colloquium, Department of Psychology, Michigan State University. East Lansing, MI. 
 
PRESENTATIONS AT NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
 (*DENOTES STUDENT/POSTDOC MENTEE AS AUTHOR) 
 
Jacobvitz, D., Aquino, G., Foster, S., Hernandez, L., Gallas, M., Gray, Macasieb, R., Maclaine, B., Tian, Z., 

M., Hazen, N., & Widen, E. (2024, July 15-17). Efficacy of a community-based cross-disciplinary 
intervention to promote sensitive caregiving. In A. Rifkin-Graboi (Chair), Sensitivity Based 
Interventions and Infant and Child Needs Across Three Continents. International Attachment 
Conference, Biennial meeting of the Society for Emotion and Attachment Studies, Rouen, France.  

 
Jacobvitz, D., Zhang, S., Maclaine, B., Tian, Z., Macasieb, R., Hazen, N. (2024, July 15-17). Relations 

between spouses' adult attachment configurations and infants’ attachment to mother and father: The 
role of marital quality. In O. Dagon & J.F. Burreau (Chairs), Advancing Research on Attachment 
Networks: Its associations with Child characteristics, Marital Quality, and Family Dynamics, 
International Attachment Conference, Biennial meeting of the Society for Emotion and Attachment 
Studies, Rouen, France. 

 
*Maclaine, B., *Faulks, C., Hazen, N.,  & Jacobvitz, D. (2024, July 15-17). Intergenerational Transmission 

of Marital Conflict: Exploring its Impact on Caregiver Sensitivity and Infant Attachment Security. In S. 
V. Vacaru (Chair), International Evidence for the Enduring Impact of Sensitive Caregiving on Child 
Development and Family Dynamics. International Attachment Conference, Biennial meeting of the 



Society for Emotion and Attachment Studies, Rouen, France. 
 
*Shelton, M., *Maclaine, B., *Posner, J., *Boek, A., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2024, July 15-17). 

Reflective Functioning and Children’s Emotion Regulation: The Moderating Role of Mothers' 
Minimization of Child Distress". Flashtalk presented at the International Attachment Conference, 
Biennial meeting of the Society for Emotion and Attachment Studies, Rouen, France. 

 
Foster, S., Jacobvitz, D., Hernandez, L., Jones, H., Abrego, M., Ramos-Gonzalez, A., Bradley, M., & Widen, 

E. (2024, June 29-July2). Animal source foods and infant dietary quality. Poster presented at the 
Annual meeting of NUTRITION, Chicago, IL. 

Nivison, M.D., Filetti, C.R., Carlson, E.A., Jacobvitz, D. & Roisman, G.I. (2024, May 23-26). 
Agreement between Retrospective and Prospective Assessments of Childhood Abuse 
Revisited. Flash Talk presented at the American Psychological Association Annual 
Convention, San Francisco, CA. 

Foster, S. F., Jacobvitz, D.,  Hernandez, L.M., Jones, H.S., Marcela R Abrego, M.R., & Widen, 
E.M.  (2023, October 7-10) A Comparison of Infant Diet Quality Indices in Infants 7-12 
months old. Paper presented at the Food and Nutrition Conference & Expo (FNCE), Denver, 
CO. 

Foster, S., Rickman, R., Collins, S., Miller, J., Onono, M, Jacobvitz, D., & Widen, E. (2023, July 
22-25). Meeting minimum dietary diversity at nine months is associated with lower risk of 
stunting in the second year of life among a cohort of infants in Kenya. Paper presented at the 
meeting of the American Society for Nutrition (ASN),  Boston, MA. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Tian, Z., Zhang, S., Maclaine, B., & Hazen, N., (2023, March 23-25). Parents' Joint 

Attachment Representations and Perceptions of their Spouses' Parenting Competence 
Predict Triadic Family Interactions. Flash talk presented at the biennial meeting of Society 
for Research in Child Development, Salt Lake City, UTAH, USA  

 
Tian, Z., Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2023, March 23-25). Exploring the Antecedents of 

Triadic Family Interaction from a Family Systems Perspective. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of Society for Research in Child Development, Salt Lake City, UTAH, 
USA  

 
Zhang, S., Shelton, M., Tian, Z., Maclaine, B., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2023, March 23-25). 

Conversational Narcissism in Marital Relationship: Attachment Antecedents and 
Coparenting Consequences over the Transition to Parenthood. Flash talk presented at the 
biennial meeting of Society for Research in Child Development, Salt Lake City, UTAH, 
USA  

 
Jacobvitz, D.,  Aquino, G.,  Tian, Z.,  Foster, S., Hernandez, L., & Widen, E. (2022, July 14-16). Familismo, 

Triads and Virtual Collection.  In A. Rifkin-Graboi (Chair), “Should we try for consistency? Questions 
arising when observing attachment across caregivers, settings, and/or collection modes.” International 
Attachment Conference, Biennial meeting of the Society for Emotion and Attachment Studies, Lisbon, 



Portugal. 
 
 Maclaine, B.,  Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2022, July 14-16). Fathers’ Attachment 

Representations: Deleterious effects of idealization of the father on marital quality and caregiving. 
International Attachment Conference, Biennial meeting of the Society for Emotion and Attachment 
Studies, Lisbon, Portugal. 

 
 Shelton, M.,  Tian, Z., Zhang, S., Hazen, N.,  Leit, L. & Jacobvitz, D. (2022, July 14-16). Conversational 

narcissism in couple relationships: Effects on caregiver sensitivity over the transition to parenthood. 
International Attachment Conference, Biennial meeting of the Society for Emotion and Attachment 
Studies, Lisbon, Portugal. 

 
Reasonover, M., Vilamor, M., Tian, Z., Jacobvitz, D., & Nicholson, J. (2022, March 23-26). Relations 

between Mothers’ Emotion Regulation, Stress, and Depression during COVID-19. Paper presented at 
the meeting of the Southeastern Psychological Association, Hilton Head, SC. 

 
 Aquino, G. A.,  Aviles, A. I., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, August). Continuity and change in 

paternal caregiving quality: The role of prenatal marital quality and mothers’ perceptions 
of fathers’ parenting. Oral symposium presented at the 2021 Biennial Meeting of the 
International Association for Relationship Research (IARR), Virtual Conference. 

 
 Aviles, A.I., Reisz, S. Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2021, August 27). The effects of childhood emotional 

abuse on perceptions of marital relationships. In A.I. Aviles (Chair). From dyads to families: How 
previous relationships influence family functioning. International Association for Relationship 
Research, London. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (2021, August 27). Discussant for symposia, From Dyads to Families: How previous 

relationship influence family functioning. International Association of Relationship Research, Virtual 
Conference, Virtual Conference. 

 
 Tian, Z., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, August 27). The origins of triadic family interaction: The role of 

joint attachment with both parents and marital quality. Paper presented in the symposia, From Dyads 
to Families: How previous relationship influence family functioning. International Association of 
Relationship Research, Virtual Conference. 

 
Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, August 27). Attachment styles and perceptions of partners 

parenting predict trust over the transition to parenthood. Paper presented in the symposia, From 
Dyads to Families: How previous relationship influence family functioning. International Association 
of Relationship Research, Virtual Conference. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Zhang, S., Hazen, N. & Tian, Z. (2021, August 7). Early adversity increases parents 

vulnerability to COVID-19-related stress: Effects on parenting competence and child well-being. Paper 
presented at the virtual meeting of the American Psychological Association. 

 
 Tian, Z., Hazen, N., & Nicholson-Bell, J, & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, August 7). Predictors of alcohol use during 

COVID-19 pandemic: The role of parent- adult child relationships. Paper presented at the virtual 



meeting of the American Psychological Association. 
 
 Aviles, A.I.,  Reisz, S.  Tian, Z.,  Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, June 25). Antecedents and 

consequences of early role reversal in parent-child relationships. Special Interest Research Group on 
Father-Child Attachment and Relationships, Society for Emotion and Attachment Studies.   

 
 Aquino, G. A.,  Aviles, A. I.,  Tian, Z., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, April). Examining 

longitudinal influences of prenatal marital quality on children’s ADHD symptomatology 
through fathers’ parenting quality. Flash talk symposium presented at the 2021 Virtual 
Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development. 

 
 Aviles, A., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, April 7-9). The Effects of Emotional Abuse on Maternal 

Depression over the Transition to Parenthood.  Flash talk symposium presented at the Virtual Biennial 
meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development.   

 
 Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, April 7-9). Trust and Caregiving Over the Transition to 

Parenthood: Role of Adult Attachment and Partner’s Parenting. Flash talk presented at the Virtual 
Biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development.   

 
 Panisch, L. S., Hazen, N.  & Jacobvitz, D. (2021, January 19-22). Exploring longitudinal relationships among 

maternal trauma history, attachment security, and parenting behaviors with infants. Society for Social 
Work Research annual conference, San Francisco, CA.  

 
 Valesquez, L.,  Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2020, November). Competitive and Cooperative 

Coparenting: Relations to father-infant attachment security. Paper presented at the Texas, 
Psychological Society, Austin, TX. 

 
 Panisch, L., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2020, August). Maternal History of Betrayal Trauma and 

its Relationships with Unresolved Adult Attachment and Maternal Behaviors. Paper 
presented at “70 Years of Attachment Research: A Multidisciplinary Social Neuroscience 
Perspective”. Conference of the Social Neuroscience of Human Attachment Society. 
Virtual, London. 

 
Valesquez, L., Zhang, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2020, August). Coparenting across the first 

two years of life: The role of infant attachment security. Paper presented at “70 Years 
of Attachment Research: A Multidisciplinary Social Neuroscience Perspective”. Conference 
of the Social Neuroscience of Human Attachment Society. Virtual, London. 

 
Aviles, A.I., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2020, February). Childhood emotional abuse & maternal 

depressive symptoms over the transition to parenthood. Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Aviles, A.I., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2019, October). The unique contribution of maternal 

children separated at the United States-Mexico border. In K. M. Jones-Mason (Chair), 
Parent-child separation at the border: Lessons from attachment theory [Invited symposium 
presentation]. International Attachment Conference, Vancouver, CA 



 
 Aviles, A.I., Reisz, D., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2019, July). Antecedents and consequences of early 

parent-child role reversal and relations with toddler autonomy. Paper presented in the symposia, 
Attachment and Caregiving within the Family Context. International Attachment Conference, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

 
Aviles, A.I., Reisz, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2019, July). Parental experiences of childhood emotional 

abuse. International Attachment Conference, Vancouver, CA. 
 
Jacobvitz, D. (2019, July). Attachment and Caregiving within the Family Context. Organizer, Chair and 

Discussant for Symposia at the International Attachment Conference, Vancouver, Canada. 
 
 Poulsen, H., Hazen, N., &  Jacobvitz, D. (2019, July). Parents’ joint attachment representations predict 

triadic family interaction quality across the transition to parenthood. Paper presented in the symposia, 
Attachment and Caregiving within the Family Context. International Attachment Conference, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

 
 Tian, Z., Hazen, N., &  Jacobvitz, D. (2019, July). The origins of triadic family interactions: The role of 

infants’ joint attachment relationship with mother and father. Paper presented in the symposia, 
Attachment and Caregiving within the Family Context. International Attachment Conference, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

 
Strybos, K.M., Pham, L., Aviles, A.I. , Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2019, April). Paternal experiences of 

childhood emotional abuse and relations with emotional withdrawal during  parenting [Poster session]. 
The University of Texas at Austin, College of Natural Sciences' Undergraduate Research Forum, 
Austin, TX. Awarded CNS Award for Excellence. 

 
 Aviles, A., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N.  (2019, March). Maternal Experiences of Childhood Emotional 

Abuse: Relations with Toddler Emotion Dysregulation. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD:   
 

 Barton, J., Nicholson, & Jacobvitz, D. (2019). Parents’ Intentions to Improve Child Dietary Intake 
and Physical Activity: The Role of Stress and Nutrition Knowledge. Paper presented at the 
biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD. 

 
Jacobvitz, D.,  Reisz, S.,  Aviles, A., & Hazen, N. (2019, March). Maternal frightening behavior 

over the first two years predicts children’s later emotional and behavior problems. Paper 
presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
 Panisch, D., Hazen, N. & Jacobvitz, D. (2019, March).  Exploring Longitudinal Relations Between 

Mother’s Adult Attachment Security, Dissociation, and Children’s Depressive Symptoms.  
Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 Reisz, S., Hazen, N. & Jacobvitz, D. (2019, March). Stability of Adult Attachment Across the 



Transition to Motherhood. Paper to be presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD. 

 Reisz, S.,  Aviles, A.,  Messina, S., Duschinksky, R. Jacobvitz, D. & Hazen, N. (2019, February). 
More soup for you? Fathers' attachment representations and infant feeding practices.  Texas 
Council on Family Relations. Austin, TX. 

Reisz, S.,  Aviles, A.I., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2019, February). No soup for you? Fathers’ 
attachment representations and infant feeding practices. Texas Council on Family Relations, 
Austin, TX. 

 Dillawn, P.,  Pham, L.,  Aviles, A.I., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2018, April). The effects of 
mothers’ childhood experiences of emotional abuse on toddler emotion regulation. The 
University of Texas at Austin, College of Natural Sciences' Undergraduate Research Forum, 
Austin, TX. 

 Casares, S.,  Aviles, A.I., Hazen, N., Jacobvitz, D. (2017, April). Mothers’ reports of their 
childhood experiences of abuse and fright [Poster session]. The University of Texas at Austin, 
College of Natural Sciences' Undergraduate Research Forum, Austin, TX. Award: College of 
Natural Sciences’ Award for Excellence 

 Barton, J.M., Nichols, J.S.,  Burke-LeFever, J., & Jacobvitz, D.  (2017, November). Assessing the 
stability of nutrition biomarkers in two at-risk samples. National Council on Family Relations. 
Florida. 

Jacobvitz, D. (2017, April). The Role of Attachment on Children’s Social Cognitive Processes and 
Social Behaviors. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Austin, TX. 

 Gallegos, M.I., Jacobvitz, D. B., Hazen, N. (2017, April).  Mother- and father-infant attachment as 
predictors of child anxiety disorder symptoms. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Austin, TX. 

 Messina, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. B. (2017, April).  Do all the roads lead to Rome? 
Investigating pathways leading to children’s development of anxious depression and ADHD 
symptoms.  Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Austin, TX. 

 Murphy, S.,  Gallegos, M.I., Jacobvitz, D. B., Hazen, N. (2017, April).  Marital, parent-child, and 
whole-family predictors of toddler’s adaptive emotion regulation, underregulation, and 
overregulation. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Austin, TX. 



 Reisz, S., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D.B. (2017, April). Stability and change of unresolved loss and 
trauma across the transition to parenthood. In Carol George (Chair) Attachment and caregiving 
dysregulation: Associations with the parent and child outcomes. Paper presented at the biannual 
meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Austin, TX. 

 Poulsen, H.,  Jacobvitz, D. B., Hazen, N. (2017, April). Parents' Joint Attachment Representations 
& Caregiving: The Mediating Role of Marital Quality. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Austin, TX. 

 Gallegos, M., Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N., (2016, November). Negative and positive family 
interactions predicting children’s emotion regulation. Paper presented at the meeting of the 
National Council on Family Relations, Minneapolis, MN. 

 Murphy, S.E.,  Gallegos, M.I., Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N., (2016, November). Coparenting 
Dynamics: Mothers’ and Fathers’ Differential Support and Involvement. Paper presented at the 
meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Minneapolis, MN. 

 Poulsen, H., Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N.,  Reisz, S. (2016, May). Parents' Joint Attachment 
Representations & Caregiving:  The Moderating Role of Marital Quality.  Paper presented at the 
15th World Congress of the World Association for Infant Mental Health, Prague. 

 Reisz, S., & Jacobvitz, D. (2016, May). Birth and motherhood: Attachment representations and the 
subjective experience of childbirth. Paper presented at the 15th World Congress of the World 
Association for Infant Mental Health, Prague. 

 Gallegos, M.,  Murphy, S., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N.,  (2016, March). Relations of Family 
Stressors and Mother and Father Parenting Distress: A Test of the Crossover Hypothesis. Paper 
presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development, Denver. 

 Poulsen, H.,  Reisz, S.  Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D.,  (2016, March). Parent’s Joint Attachment 
Representations:  The Moderating Role of Marital Quality. Paper presented at the biannual 
meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development, Denver. 

 Reisz, S., & Jacobvitz, D.  (2016, March).  Birth and motherhood: Attachment representations and 
subjective experiences of childbirth. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for 
Research in Human Development, Denver. 

Jacobvitz, D.,  Messina, S.,  Reisz, S.,  Pettit, K.,  Poulsen, H., & Hazen, N. (2015, March). Family 
dynamics from an attachment perspective: Parents’ attachment pairings predict couple and 
parent-infant interactions. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in 
Child Development, Philadelphia. 

 Messina, S.,  Reisz, S.,  Garza, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2015, March). Paper presented at the biannual 



meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Philadelphia.  

 Murphy, S., Hazen, N. & Jacobvitz, D. (2015, March). Is the Whole greater than the sum of the 
parts? Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Philadelphia. 

Burton, R. S., Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N., & Reisz, N. (2014, March) Changes in Parenting 
Behaviors: Does maternal attachment Security matter?  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of 
the Society for Research in Human Development (SRHD, Austin, TX.  

Messina, S., Jacobvitz, D., Reisz, S, Garza, N., & Hazen-Swann, N. (2014, March). Early 
predictors of children’s emotional wellbeing: The role of feeding interactions between mothers 
and their 8-month-old infants. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research 
in Human Development (SRHD), Austin, TX. 

Murphy, S., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2014, March). Triadic Co-parenting and Dyadic Parent-
Child Interactions as Predictors of Children’s Later Externalizing Symptoms. Paper presented at 
the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development (SRHD), Austin, TX. 

Wittenberg, B., Jacobvitz, D., Beverung, L., Karras, C., & Hazen, N. (2014, March). Parents’ 
Prenatal Wishes for their Children: Relations with Parenting Quality and Child Outcomes. Paper 
presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development (SRHD), 
Austin, TX. 

Wittenberg, Hazen, N., Jacobvitz, D., Beverung, L., Karras (2013, November). Prenatal Wishes: 
The Impact of Parents’ Wishes on Parenting Quality". Paper presented at the biennial meeting of 
the National Conference on Family Relations (NCFR), San Antonio. 

Bichteler, A., Hazen, N. & Jacobvitz, D. (2013, April). Associations between Past Adult Attachment 
Representation and Current Weight: Coping, Control, and the AAI. Paper presented at the 
biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle. 

Christopher, C., Umemura, T., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2013, April). Coparenting Problems at 
2 Years Predict 7-Year-Old Children’s Developmental Psychopathology: Focusing on Gender 
Differences. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Seattle. 

Messina, S., Reisz, S., Garza, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2013, April). Mothers-babies feeding 
interactions: Another bridge on the transmission gap? Poster presented at the biannual meeting of 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle. 

Umemura, T., Christopher, C., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2013, April). Supportive and 
Undermining Coparenting: Relations to Changes in Marital Quality across the Transition to 



Parenthood. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Seattle. 

Christopher, C. H., Umemura, T., Allen, S., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2012, June). The relation of 
extensive nonmaternal care to attachment disorganization. Paper presented at biannual meeting of 
the International Conference on Infant Studies, Minneapolis, MN. 

Umemura, T., Christopher, C. H., Allen, S. D., Jacobvitz, D. & Hazen, N. (2012, March).  Extensive 
nonmaternal care predicts attachment disorganization: Convergent evidence from two samples. 
Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development, New 
Orleans, LA. 

Lewinski, K., Beverung, L., Singh, H., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2012, March).  Extensive 
nonmaternal care predicts attachment disorganization: Convergent evidence from two samples. 
Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development, New 
Orleans, LA. 

Beverung, L. M., Jacobvitz, D., Thomson, R., Burton, R. S., Saunders, R. C., & Hazen, N. (2011, 
March). Conditions predicting unresolved attachment status for loss and secondary attachment 
classifications. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Montreal.  

Heaton, C. C., Saunders, R. C., Jacobvitz, D. B., & Hazen, N. (2011, March).  The relation of 
hands-on training in positive guidance to changes in toddlers' social competence: The role of 
maternal permissiveness and empathy. Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Montreal. 

Frankel, L., Hazen, N., Noonan, S., & Jacobvitz, D. B. (2011, March).  Parental reactions to 
infants’ negative emotions: Parenting antecedents and child outcomes.  Paper presented at the 
biannual meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Montreal. 

Beverung, L.M. Jacobvitz, D.B., Thomson, R., Burton, R., Saunders, R.C., & Hazen, N. (2011, 
April).  Conditions predicting unresolved attachment status for loss and secondary attachment 
classifications. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Montreal, Canada. 

Frankel, L., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D.B. (2011, April). Harsh Parental Reactions to Infant Escape 
Behavior:  Related to Emotional and Behavioral Problems at age Seven. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Montreal, Canada. 

Heaton, C.C., Saunders, R.C., Jacobvitz, D.B., & Hazen, N. (2011, April). The Relation of Maternal 
Empathy and Hands-on Training in Positive Guidance to Changes in Toddlers' Social 
Competence. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 



Development, Montreal, Canada. 

Umemura, T., Jacobvitz, D.B., Bichteler, A., Messina, S., & Hazen, N. (2011, April).  Toddlers' 
Preferences for Mothers Versus Fathers During Triadic Interactions: Links with Toddlers' 
Emotions and Attachment History. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Montreal, Canada. 

Umemura, T., Jacobvitz, D. B., Bichteler, A., Beverung, L. M., & Hazen, N. (2011, March).  Effect 
of fathers' involvement in particular caregiving tasks on toddlers' interactions with their father: 
An attachment framework.  Paper presented at the biannual meeting of the Society for Research in 
Child Development, Montreal. 

Heaton, C., Saunders, R., Burton, R., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2010, April). Changes in mothers’ 
permissiveness and depression and predictors of toddlers’ early social competence with peers. 
Presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development, San 
Antonio, TX. 

Frankel, L., Hazen, N., Boyd-Soisson, E., & Jacobvitz, D. (2010, April). Mothers’ and fathers’ 
differential use of emotional socialization to boys and girls: Related to behavioral/emotional 
problems at age seven. Presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human 
Development, San Antonio, TX. 

Frankel, L., Hazen, N., Jacobvitz, D. B., Roetzel, A. C., & Boyd-Soisson, E. F. (2009 April).  
Mothers' and fathers' attachment relationships and emotional socialization as predictors of 
toddlers' emotional expressivity.  Presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in 
Child Development, Denver, CO. 

Higgins, K.N., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D.B. (2009, April). Determining the Impact of Infant-Father 
Attachment and Paternal Limit-Setting on Toddler Compliance and Defiance. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Denver, CO. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (2009, April). Commentary on the Case of Little Ellie, Annual meeting of the American 

Psychological Association, Division 39.  San Antonio, TX. 
 

Jacobvitz, D., Zaccagnino, M., Mock, L., & Hazen, N. (2009, April). Intergenerational Transmission of 
Attachment Disorganization: The Role of Anomalous Maternal Behavior. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Denver, CO. 

 
Mock, L.N., Jacobvitz, D.B., Saunders, R.C., & Boyd-Soisson, E. (2009, April). Attachment and emotional 

communication in the marriage assessed prenatally:  Effects on caregiving with two-year olds. Paper 
presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Denver, CO. 

 
Umemura, T., Messina, S., Jacobvitz, D.B., & Hazen, N. (2009, April).  The Effects of a Toddlers' Attachment 

History with Their Mother and Father on Their' Triadic Interactions. Effects on caregiving with two-



year olds. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Denver, CO. 

 
Burton, R., Saunder, R., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2008, April). The impact of hands-on parenting education 

program on mother's use of discipline with their children.  Poster to be presented at the biennial 
meeting of the Society for Human Development, Little Rock, AR. 

 
Hazen, N., Jacobvitz, D. B., Allen, S. D., Higgins, K. N., & Jin, M. K. (2007 March). Pathways from 

disorganized attachment to later social-emotional problems: The role of gender and parent-child 
interactions.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Boyd-Soisson, E. F., Hazen, N. McFarland, L. D., & Jacobvitz. D. B. (2007 March). A longitudinal study of 

emotional sensitivity in the family.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research 
in Child Development, Boston, MA.  

 
Roetzel, A. C., Jacobvitz, D. B., Higgins, K. N., Saunders, R. C., Hazen, N. (2007 March).  Links among 

prenatal marital qualities, mother-toddler interactions in dyadic and triadic contexts, and child anxiety 
and aggression. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Boston, MA.  

 
Saunders, R. C., Jacobvitz, D. B., Zaccagnino, M., Roetzel, A.C., & Hazen, N.  (2007 March). The role of 

alternative support figures in adult earned security.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, MA.  

 
Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N., Loch, L., & Saunders, R. (2006, March).  Boundary Disturbances in Marriage: 

Links with Triadic Family Interactions. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research on Adolescence. San Francisco, CA. 

Saunders, R, Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N., & Zaccagnino, M. (2006, April).  Origins and correlates of earned 
attachment security in adulthood. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research 
on Human Development. Dallas, TX. 

Higgins, K., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2006 April).  Perceptions of self, parents, and peers in children with 
symptoms of ADHD and conduct disorder.  Paper presented at the Society for Research in Human 
Development, Fort Worth, TX.  

  
Jin, M, Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, (2006, April).  A Cross-Cultural Study of Infant Attachment Patterns in Korea 

and the U.S. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research on Human 
Development. Dallas, TX. 

 
Cook, R., Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, N., & Jin, M. (2005, March). Earned-Secure Attachment Status in Adulthood: 

Associations with Marital Quality, Infant Attachment Status, and Therapy. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GE. 

 
Jin, M., Jacobvitz, D., Cook, R., & Hazen, N. (2005, March). Infant Attachment Processes in Korea and the 

U.S.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 



Atlanta, GE. 
 
Boyd, E., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2004). Parents’ Socialization of Children’s Emotions: The Role of Adult 

Attachment. Paper presented at the meeting of the National Council on Family Relations.  
 
Cook, R., Sullivan, K., Jacobvitz, D. (2004, April). Origins of Earned-Secured Attachment Status in 

Adulthood. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human 
Development, Park City, UT. 

 
Jin, M.K., Jacobvitz, D., Hazen, H. (2004, April).  Marital quality and parenting:  The role of infant 

temperament, maternal depression, and maternal personality.  Paper presented at the Society for 
Research in Human Development, Park City, UH. 

 
Sullivan, K., Cook, R., Jacobvitz, D. (2004, April). Observations of Early Triadic Family Interactions Predict 

School-aged Children’s Perceptions of Relationships with their Families. Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Human Development, Park City, UH. 

 
Feldman, A., Jacobvitz, D., Boyd-Soisson, E., & Jin, M. (2003, April).  The Intergenerational Transmission of 

Parent-Child Relationships:  Links with Children’s Peer Relationships.  Paper presented at the biennial 
meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N., Feldman, A, & Steffeck, L. (2003, April).  The Intergenerational Transmission of 

Parent-Child Alliances.  Paper presented in symposia at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (2003, April).  The Adult Attachment Interview: How do adults represent their relationships with 

their parents during childhood?  In Pederson, D., Jacobvitz, D. & Sroufe, J. (Co-Chairs). The Adult 
Attachment Interview.  Talk delivered at a pre-conference sponsored by the Society for Research in 
Development, Tampa, FL. 

 
Boyd-Soisson, E., Hazen, N. & Jacobvitz, D. (2002, March).  Parents’ responses to children’s emotions:  The 

role of adults’ mental representations of attachment.  Presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Southwest Society for Research in Human Development, Austin, TX. 

 
Curran, M., Feldman, A., Hazen, N., & Jacobvitz, D. (2002, March). Intergenerational transmission of marital 

quality based upon adults’ memories of their parents’ marriages. Paper presented at Southwestern 
Society for Research in Human Development, Austin, Texas. 

 
Feldman, A., Curran, M., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, N. (2002, March). Relationships between adults’ 

recollections of their parents’ marital quality and their childhood experiences with their parents. Paper 
presented at Southwestern Society for Research in Human Development, Austin, Texas. 

 
Sroufe, L.A., Carlson, E., Levy, A., & Jacobvitz, D. (2001, April). Longitudinal perspectives on normative 

developmental processes.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Minneapolis, MN. 

 



Jacobvitz, D., Booher, C., & Hazen, N. (2001, February). Communication within the dyad: An attachment-
theoretical perspective. Paper presented at the meeting of the Society of Social and Personality 
Psychologists, San Antonio, TX. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Anders, M., Hazen, N. (2000, April). Antecedents of Disorganized Infant Attachment Patterns:  

Maternal Risk Factors, Unresolved Loss/Trauma and Frightening Caregiving.  Paper presented at the 
biennial meeting of the Southwest Society for Research in Human Development, Eureka Springs, AR. 

 
McFarland, L., Hazen, N., Boyd, E. & Jacobvitz, D. (2000, April). Relationship between adult attachment and 

various aspects of caregiving for mothers and fathers. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Southwest Society for Research in Human Development, Eureka Springs, AR. 

 
Riggs, S. A. & Jacobvitz, D. (1999, August).  Adult Attachment: Relation to History of Therapy and Mental 

Health. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, Boston, 
MA. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., & Riggs, S. (1999, April). Therapy and mental health of mothers:  Associations with unresolved 

loss or trauma and frightened/frightening caregiving.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Thalhuber, K., Jacobvitz, D., & Hazen, H. (1999, April). ).  Mothers’ past traumatic experiences and their 

perceptions of the transition to parenthood. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development.  Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Johnson, E., & Jacobvitz, D. (1998, November).  Processes underlying mothers' and fathers'  decision-making 

about daycare. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the National Conference on Family 
Relations.  Milwaukee, WI. 

 
Riggs, S., & Jacobvitz, D. (1998, November).  Who are “U”?  History of therapy and mental health in 

“Unresolved” adults. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Texas Psychological Association, 
Houston, TX. 

 
Johnson, E., & Jacobvitz, D. (1998, March).  Relations between women’s working models of attachment and 

their use of infant day care. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Southwest Society for 
Research on Human Development, Galveston, TX. 

 
Riggs, S. A. & Jacobvitz, D. (1998, March).  Mental health factors related to the “Unresolved” classification 

in the Adult Attachment Interview.  Presented at the biennial meeting of the Southwest Society for 
Research on Human Development, Galveston, TX. 

 
Thalhuber, K., Jacobvitz, D, & Hazen, N.L. (1998, March).  Effects of mothers’ past traumatic experiences on 

mother-infant interactions.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Southwest Society for 
Research on Human Development, Galveston, TX. 

 
Jacobvitz, D.B., Hazen, N.L., & Riggs, S.A. (1997, April). Disorganized mental processes in mothers, 

frightening/frightened caregiving and disoriented, disorganized behavior in infancy. Paper 



presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., & Brennan, K. (1997, April). Adult Attachment and Personality Predictors of Infant 

Attachment. Society for Research in Child Development, Washington, D.C. 
 
Jacobvitz, D.B. & Kretchmar, M.D. (1996, August).  Breakdown and maintenance of mother-daughter 

boundaries. 25th International Conference on Psychology, Montreal, Canada. 
 
Burton, H., Jacobvitz, D.B. Martin-Brace, D., & Hazen, N. (1996, August). Attachment across 

generations: The role of maternal expectations of parenthood.  Paper presented at the 8th 
International Conference on Personal Relationships, Banff, Canada. 

 
Sweeden Yates, L., Hazen, N.L., & Jacobvitz, D.B. (August, 1996).  Mothers’ perceptions of childbirth 

and the mother-infant relationship:  Relations with mothers’ internal working models of 
attachment.  Paper presented at the 8th International Conference on Personal Relationships, 
Banff, Canada. 

 
Johnson, E., & Jacobvitz, D.B. (1995, November). Work and childcare: Couples’ decision-making processes 

over the transition to parenthood. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on 
Family Relations, Portland, Oregon. 

 
Burton, H., Jacobvitz, D.B., & Hazen, N. (1995, March). Prenatal caregiving expectations as related to adult 

attachment classifications.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in 
Child Development, Indianapolis, Indiana.   

 
Kretchmar, M., Jacobvitz, D.B. (1995, March). Mother-child observations across three generations:  

Attachment, boundary patterns and caregiving. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research in Child Development, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Kretchmar, M.D., & Wright, M. (1994, August). Breakdown and maintenance of mother-child 

boundaries across three generations. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, Los Angeles, California. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., & Burton H. (1994, July). Caregiving relationships in “earned secure” adults. Paper presented 

at the biennial meeting of the International Society for the Study of Personal Relationships, Groningen, 
The Netherlands. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Kretchmar, M.D., & Wright, M. (1994, June). The effects of parent-child role-reversal on 

subsequent generations. Paper presented at the meeting of the International Society for Infant Studies, 
Paris, France. 

 
Kretchmar, M., & Jacobvitz, D.B. (1994, February). Intergenerational boundary issues and attachment:  A 

theoretical analysis of the transmission of parenting processes. Paper presented at the Southwestern 
Society for Research in Human Development, Austin, Texas. 

 



Jacobvitz, D., Burton, H., & Kretchmar, M. (1993, March). Parental models of attachment:  Affect regulation 
across marital and parent-child relationships. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research in Child Development, New Orleans, LA. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Goldetsky, G., & Hazen, N. (1993, March).  Romantic and caregiver relationships in “earned 

secure” adults. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, New Orleans, Louisiana.   

 
Jacobvitz, D., Kretchmar, M., & Burton, H. (1992, May). Transmission of boundary disturbances across three 

generations.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the International Society for Infant Studies, 
Miami, Florida. 

 
Kretchmar, M., & Jacobvitz, D. (1992, March).  Parenting: Doing what comes naturally?  A study of the 

Intergenerational transmission of parenting processes.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Southwestern Society for Research in Human Development, Tempe, Arizona. 

 
Fullinwider, N., Jacobvitz, D, & Goldetsky, G. (1992, March).  Links among adolescent reconstructions of 

early family relationships and current identity development.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of 
the Society for Research on Adolescence, Washington, D.C. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1991, October).  Parenting across three generations: Antecedents of maternal intrusiveness and 

sensitivity. Paper presented at the Conference on Psychoanalysis and Attachment Theory: Toward an 
Integration of Clinical and Theoretical Perspectives, Austin, Texas. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. & Holden, G. (1991, April).  Intergenerational transmission of parenting:  Attachment, empathy 

and discipline.  Co‑chair and organizer of symposium at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Seattle, Washington. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Fullinwider, N., & Loera, L. (1991, April).  Representations of childhood family patterns and 

intimacy in romantic relationships.  Paper Presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Seattle, Washington. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., Morgan, E., Morgan, Y., & Kretchmar, M. (1991, April).  Parenting across three generations: 

The development of maternal empathy. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Seattle, Washington. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., & Fullinwider, N. (1990, July).  Young adults' reconstruction of their family networks: links 

among Family patterns, self‑esteem, and depression. Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the 
International Conference on Personal Relationships, University of Oxford, Oxford, England. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1990, February).  Invited Rapporteur for workshop on Childhood and Adolescent Mental 

Health.  Seventh Robert Lee Sutherland Seminar on Mental Health Research in Texas. Sponsored by 
the Hogg Foundation on Mental Health, Austin, Texas. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1989, August).  Attachment and caregiving:  The transmission of parenting across generations.  

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, New Orleans, 



Louisiana. 
 
Jacobvitz, D. (1989, April).  Developmental antecedents of hyperactivity and depression in middle childhood:  

A prospective study.  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Kansas City, Kansas. 

 
Jacobvitz, D. (1988, August).  Family relationships and behavior problems in school children.  Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
Jacobvitz, D. (1987, April).  A prospective study of hyperactivity: Stability and antecedents.  Paper presented 

at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, Maryland. 
 
Sroufe, L.A., & Jacobvitz, D. (1987, April).  Diverging pathways, developmental transformations, multiple 

etiologies and the problem of continuity in development.  Paper presented at the Society for Research 
in Child Development, Baltimore, Maryland. 

 
Jacobvitz, D., & Sroufe, L.A. (1985, April).  Antecedents of hyperactivity. Presentation at the biennial meeting 

of the Society for Research in Child Development, Toronto, Canada. 
 
Egeland, B., & Jacobvitz, D. (1984, May).  Intergenerational continuity of abuse.  Presentation at the 

Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect, York, Maine. 
 
 
MEDIA APPEARANCES AND INTERVIEWS 
 
Featured in New York Times article, Grandparents Step In., April 12, 2022.   
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/04/12/well/family/covid-deaths-parents-grandparents.html 
 
Featured in New York Times article, How to Pencil Yourself into a Growing Grandkid’s Busy 
Schedule, September 14, 2021.   
 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/14/well/family/grandkids-busy-schedule.html 
 
Featured in The Parent Lab podcast, Three’s a Crowd, released on February 18th, 2021, Berkeley 
California. https://apparentlyso.transistor.fm/ 
 
Spectrum News: Parental Leaves and Infant Development, 2017  
 
Jacobvitz: Good Mothers Provide Foundations for the Future (Houston Chronicle, 2014) 
 http://www.chron.com/opinion/outlook/article/Jacobvitz-Good-mothers-provide-foundations-for-

5466530.php  
 
Documentary Appearance: “Anna Freud Under Analysis”, October 2002 
 
Public Radio Broadcast Interviews, “Drug Treatment of Attention-deficit Hyperactivity Disorder", October 1994 
 
Public Radio Broadcast Interviews: "Ritalin Treatment of Hyperactive Children", February, 1989 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/14/well/family/grandkids-busy-schedule.html
https://apparentlyso.transistor.fm/


 
Public Radio Broadcast Interviews: "Breaking the Cycle of Abuse", November 1984 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
1980 Highest Distinction in Academic Scholarship, University of California, Berkeley 
1980  Phi Beta Kappa, University of California at Berkeley 
1982-1983 Graduate Student Fellowship, University of Minnesota 
1983-1986   Graduate Fellowship, NIMH Training Grant 
1986-1987 Dissertation Fellowship, University of Minnesota 
1989  Outstanding Paper, American Psychological Association 
1995  Faculty Research Award, University of Texas at Austin 
1996 - 1997 Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 
1998-2000 President, Southwest Society for Research on Human Development (SRH: President 

Elect 1996-1998; Past President 2000-2002) 
2001 -2002 Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, La Sapienza, Universita de Roma 
2003  Research Award, Population Research Center, University of Texas at Austin 
2005  Outstanding Research Award, Dept of Human Ecology, University of Texas at Austin 
2011-present    Phyllis Richards Professorship in Child Development, School of Human Ecology, Univ. of Texas  
2019-2020 Senate’s Professor of the Month in recognition of a dedication to students and passion for 

teaching, Senate of College Councils & Natural Science Council, University of Texas 
2023 Affordable Education Champion, The University of Texas at Austin 
 
TEACHING AND ZIYU 
ING  
 
Undergraduate Courses  
HDF 304:  Family Relationships  
HDF 333:  Child Development  
HDF 335:  Infant and Toddler Development  
HDF 342:  Development and Psychopathology 
HDF 378L:Theories of Child and Family Development  
 
Graduate Courses  
HDF 394:  Attachment Across the Life Cycle 
HDF 394:  Attachment and Psychopathology   
HDF 394:  Intergenerational Parenting 
HDF 395:  Social and Personality Development 
HDF 395:  Child and Adolescent Development 
HDF 395:  Theories of Child and Family Development 
HDF 398T:Teaching in the 21st Century 
 
 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION SUPERVISOR /CHAIR 
 



Elizabeth Leigh Morgan. Maternal Sensitivity with 6-Month-Old Infants: Relationship to Memories of Childhood 
Experiences and Current Belief System.  Doctoral Dissertation, Human Development and Family 
Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, 1991.  Retired Professor of Psychology, Texas State 
University. 

 
William Edwards. Predicting Adult Attachment Classification from Conceptual Level of Representation. Co-

Chair, Doctoral Dissertation, Counselor Psychology and Clinical Education in the Department of 
Educational Psychology. The University of Texas at Austin, 1992. Current Position: Clinical 
Psychologist. 

 
Nell Fullinwider Bush. Links Among Older Adolescent Reconstructions of Early Family Relationships and 

Current Identity Status. Doctoral Dissertation, Human Development and Family Sciences,  The 
University of Texas at Austin, 1993.  

 
Molly Dorrow Kretchmar-Hendricks. Mother-Child Observations Across Three Generations:  Attachment, 

Boundary Patterns, and the Intergenerational Transmission of Caregiving. Doctoral Dissertation, Human 
Development and Family Sciences,, The University of Texas at Austin, 1995. Current Position: Associate 
Dean and Professor of Psychology, Gonzaga University, Spokane, Washington. 

 
Lloyd Berg. Quality of Adult Attachment and Differential Self-Esteem Dimensions in Expectant Mothers. 

Doctoral Dissertation, Co-Chair, Counselor Psychology and Clinical Education in the Department of 
Educational Psychology. The University of Texas at Austin, 1995. Current Position: Associate Professor 
and Division Chief of Psychology for the Dell Medical School Department of Psychiatry, The University 
of Texas at Austin. 

 
Holly Ann Burton (Koehler). Pregnant Mothers’ Models of Attachment and their Expectations of Becoming 

Parents. Doctoral Dissertation. Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at 
Austin, 1995. Current Position: Program Evaluator/Social Sciences Researcher, Boulder, Colorado. 

 
Yvonne Ann Morgan.  An Investigation of Adult Attachment and Intergenerational Support. Doctoral 

Dissertation, Co-Chair, School/Clinical Child Psychology progam in the Department of Educational 
Psychology, The University of Texas at Austin, 1997. Current Position: Clinical Psychologist. 

 
Elizabeth Johnson. Work and childcare: Couples’ decision-making processes over the transition to parenthood. 

Doctoral Dissertation, Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, 
2000. Current Position: Progran Evaluation  

 
Maria Cristina Gonzalez. Communication Within the Marital Dyad:  An Attachment-Theoretical Perspective. 

Co-Chair, Doctoral Dissertation, Counselor Psychology and Clinical Education in the Department of 
Educational Psychology.  The University of Texas at Austin, 2000.  Current Position: Clinical 
Psychologist. 

 
Shelley Ann Riggs. Adult Discourse and Internal Working Models of Attachment:  Relation to History of 

Therapy. Co-Chair, Doctoral Dissertation, Counselor Psychology and Clinical Education in the 
Department of Educational Psychology.  The University of Texas at Austin, 2000.  Current Position: Full 
Professor of Psychology, University of North Texas 



 
Janay Boswell Shafer. Toward an Integration of Beck's Cognitive Theory and Bowlby's Attachment Theory:  Self-

Scheme and Adult Attachment Classification in Relation to Depressive Symptoms. Co-Chair, Doctoral 
Dissertation, School/Clinical Child Psychology progam in the Department of Educational Psychology, 
The University of Texas at Austin, 2000.  Current Position: Full Professor of Psychology, Ball State 
University. 

 
Kimberly Thalhuber Leon. Predicting Family Rituals:  Examining the Contributions of  Parents’ Attachment 

Representations and Marital Communication. Human Development and Family Sciences, The 
University of Texas at Austin, 2001. Initial position: Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology at 
University of Missouri. Current Position: Assistant Director at Columbia Area Older Adult Ministry.  

 
Elizabeth Kaufman. The Intergenerational Transmission of Anxiety:  A Prospective Study.  Co-Chair, Doctoral 

Dissertation. Counselor Psychology and Clinical Education in the Department of Educational 
Psychology.  The University of Texas at Austin, May 2003. Current Position: Clinical Psychologist. 

 
Sarah Hinshaw-Fuselier. Identifying Early Risk Factors Associated with Attachment Disorganization in Infancy.  

Doctoral Dissertation. Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, 
May 2004. Current Position: Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Tulane University. 

 
Mi Kyoung Jin.  A cross-cultural study of infant attachment patterns in Korea and the U.S.:  Associations with 

infant temperament and maternal personality.  Doctoral Dissertation. Human Development and Family 
Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, May 2005. Current Position: Full Professor and Department 
Chair, Department of Child Welfare and Studies, Sookmyung Women's University 

 
Jenny Trapani.  The Differential Influence of Multiple Reporters on the Relationship Between Attachment in 

Infancy and Internalizing Behaviors in Middle Childhood. Co-Chair, Doctoral Dissertation.  
School/Clinical Child Psychology progam in the Department of Educational Psychology, The University 
of Texas at Austin, August 2005. Current Position: Clinical Psychologist. 

 
Lisa Loch Leit.. How Conversational Narcissism in Marriage Predicts Partner Mental Health and Marital 

Quality During the Transition to Parenthood. Doctoral Dissertation. Human Development and Family 
Sciences,, The University of Texas at Austin, December, 2007. Current Position: Founder of Happy 
Whole Human Company. 

 
Amy Roetzel Mintz. Associations between marital quality and child aggression seven years later:  The role of 

maternal insensitivity and child negativity during the toddler years. Doctoral Dissertation.  Human 
Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, December 2008. Current Position: 
Full Professor of Psychology, Del Mar College. 

 
Rachel Saunders, Stability and change in parenting attitudes and behaviors regarding discipline: The 

effectiveness of a hands-on training program in positive guidance Doctoral Dissertation.  Human 
Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, May 2009. Current Position: 
Birthing Specialist. 

 
Lauren Beverung, Conditions Leading to Unresolved Attachment Status for Loss  

https://www.facebook.com/Assistant-Director-2084747081784350/


and the Role of Complicated Grief. Doctoral Dissertation.  Human Development and Family Sciences, 
The University of Texas at Austin, May 2012.  Current Position: Associate Professor of Psychology, 
Milwaukee School of Engineering. 

 
Tomotaka Umemura,  Hours of Nonmaternal Care and Infants’ Proximity-Seeking Behavior in the Strange 

Situation. Doctoral Dissertation.  Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at 
Austin, December 2012. Current Position: Associate Professor, Graduate School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, University of Hiroshima, Japan. 

 
Rosalinda Burton, Pursuing a Child: An Interactive Qualitative Analysis of the Infertility Treatment Experience. 

Doctoral Dissertation.  Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, 
August 2015. 

 
Samantha Reisz.  Adults’ Attachment Security over the Transition to Parenthood:  Associations with Caregiving. 

Doctoral Dissertation.  Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, 
December 2016. Current Position: Assistant Professor, Washington State University. 

 
Serena Messina. Not just about food: An Attachment Perspective on Feeding. Co-Chair, Doctoral Dissertation.  

School Psychology, The University of Texas at Austin, June 2017. Current Position: Clinical 
Psychologist. 

 
Helen Poulsen. The Maternal Birth Experience & Infant Attachment: A Mixed Methods Study. Doctoral 

Dissertation.  Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, June 2019. 
Current Position: Evaluation Analyst, Austin Independent School District.  

 
Lisa Panisch. Exploring Relationships between Betrayal Trauma, Attachment, and Mental Health in a Sample 

of First-Time Mothers and their Children. Doctoral Dissertation. Social Work, The University of Texas 
at Austin, June 2020. Current Position: Assistant Professor, Wayne State University.  

 
Ashleigh Aviles. The Effects of Childhood Psychological Maltreatment on Adult Depression and Close 

Relationships During Times of Stress. Doctoral Dissertation. Social Work, The University of Texas at 
Austin, June 2022. Current Position: Postdoctoral Student, New York University.  

 
Luis Velesquez, Infant-Mother and Infant-Father Attachment Security: Associations with Marital and 

Coparenting Relationships. Co-Chair, Doctoral Dissertation. School/Clinical Child Psychology progam 
in the Department of Educational Psychology, The University of Texas at Austin, August 2022. Current 
Position: Clinical Internship, Los Angeles.  

 
Ziyu Tian, Maternal Alcohol Use and Stress Experience During COVID-19 Pandemic: The Effects on 

Parenting and Child Outcomes. Doctoral Dissertation. Human Development and Family Sciences, The 
University of Texas at Austin, December 2023. Current Position: Data Scientist Meta/Facebook.  

 
Shuqi Zhang, Trajectories of Mothers’ Parenting Distress During Covid-19: Social Support, Parenting 

Practices, and Impact on Children’s Internalizing Problems. Doctoral Dissertation. Human 
Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, August 2024. Current Position: 
Intervention Design Specialist at Texas Behavioral Science and Policy Institute, Population Research 



Center, The University of Texas at Austin.  
 
Gabriela Aquino, The Emergence of Respeto During Infancy: Examining the Impact of Latina Mother-Infant 

Respeto on Child Attachment Security. Doctoral Dissertation, Human Development and Family 
Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin, Expected August 2024. 

 
DOCTORAL STUDENTS CURRENTLY SUPERVISED  
 
Bea Maclaine, Doctoral Candidate, Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at 

Austin. 
 
Robert Masaceib, Doctoral Student, Human Development and Family Sciences, The University of Texas at 

Austin. 
 
MASTERS THESIS ADVISOR   
 
Molly Dorrow Kretchmar. Parenting: Doing What Comes Naturally?  A Study of the Intergenerational 

Transmission of Parenting Processes. Master’s Thesis, The University of Texas at Austin, 1992. 
 
Erin Gordon. Unresolved Loss, Maternal Depression and Frightening Caregiving Behaviors. Master’s Thesis, 

The University of Texas at Austin, 1995. 
 
Pamela Holland. The Effects of Father Involvement on the Mother-Child Attachment Relationship. Master’s 

Thesis, The University of Texas at Austin, 1997. 
 
Kimberly Thalhuber Leon.  Mothers’ Past Traumatic Experiences and Caregiving Behaviors with their Infants. 

Master’s Thesis, The University of Texas at Austin, 1999. 
 
Rachel Saunders.  Origins and Correlates of Earned-Secured Attachment Status in Adulthood. Master’s Thesis, 

The University of Texas at Austin, 2005. 
 
Lisa Loch Leit. Boundary disturbances in marriage: Links with triadic family interactions. Master’s Thesis. The 

University of Texas at Austin, 2006. 
 
Tomotaka Umemura, The effect of infants’ separation experiences from their mothers on their behavior in the 

Strange Situation. Master’s Thesis, The University of Texas at Austin, December, 2009 
 
Rosalinda Burton, Adult attachment security and effective parenting strategies: The impact of an interactive 

parent training program.  Master’s Thesis, The University of Texas at Austin, May, 2010. 
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