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MIRIAM BODIAN

Department of History

University of Texas at Austin

1 University Station B7000

Austin, TX 78712

Email: bodian@mail.utexas.edu
EDUCATION

Ph.D.  1988   Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Jewish History. 

M.A.   1981   Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Jewish History. 

B.A.   1969   Harvard University, American History and Literature.                                                               

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Professor, Department of History, University of Texas at Austin, January 2009-present.

Fellow, Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Michigan, 2011-2012.
Professor of Jewish History, Graduate School for Jewish Studies, Touro College, July 2004-December 2008.
Harry Starr Fellow, Center for Jewish Studies, Harvard University, 2003-2004.

Associate Professor of History and Jewish Studies, Pennsylvania State University, July 1998-July 2004.

Associate, Frankel Center for Jewish Studies, University of Michigan, February-June 1998.

Fellow, Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, September 1997-January 1998.

Assistant Professor of Judaic Studies and History, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1990-1997.

Assistant Professor of Jewish History, Yeshiva University, New York, 1988-90.

RECENT GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

Visiting Fellow, Centro de Ciencias Humanas y Sociales, Madrid. Project funded by European Research Council: Conversion, Overlapping Religiosities, Polemics and Interaction: Early Modern Iberia and Beyond, September-December 2016. (Funded with Faculty Research Assignment, Graduate School, The University of Texas at Austin.)
Fellow, American Academy for Jewish Research, elected May 2013.

Fellowship, The Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Michigan, for the academic year 2011-2012.

BOOKS

Dying in the Law of Moses: Crypto-Jewish Martyrdom in the Iberian World (Indiana University Press, 2007).

Hebrews of the Portuguese Nation: Conversos and Community in Early Modern Amsterdam (Indiana University Press, 1997). 

· Winner of National Jewish Book Award in history, 1998. 

· Winner of first annual Koret Jewish Book Award in history, 1998.

EDITED VOLUME IN PROCESS
Guest editor, issue of Jewish History devoted to religious and intellectual currents in early modern Iberian society that crossed religious and ethnic boundaries. First drafts of essays submitted.
RECENT ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS

“Uriel da Costa’s Career: An Interpretation,” to be published in Doubt to Unbelief, a volume on skepticism in early modern Iberia edited by Mercedes García-Arenal, submitted Aug., 2017.

“The Western Sephardi Diaspora,” essay to be published in Hasia Diner, ed., The Oxford Handbook of the Jewish Diaspora, submitted January 2016.

“Baptized or Not? The Inquisitors’ Dilemma in Trials of Portuguese Jews from Dutch Brazil, 1645-1647,” in Claude Stuczynski and Bruno Feitler, eds., Portuguese Jews, New Christians and 'New Jews': A Tribute to Roberto Bachmann (Leiden: Brill, summer 2018), 123-144.
“Americo Castro’s Conversos and the Question of Subjectivity,” in Culture and History Digital Journal 6 (2017) [= Fernando Rodríguez Mediano and Carlos Cañete, eds., Interioridad, sujeto, autoridad: conversions y contrarreforma en la construcción del sujeto (ss. XVI-XVII)].
 “The Geography of Conscience: A Seventeenth-Century Atlantic Jew and the Inquisition,” The Journal of Modern History 89:2 (2017), 247-281.
“From the Files of the Portuguese Inquisition: Isaac de Castro Tartas’s Latin Ego-Document, 1645,” co-author Ide François, Jewish Quarterly Review 107 (Spring 2017), 231-246.
 “Portuguese Jews and the Language of Liberty,” The Journal of Levantine Studies 6 (December 2016), 313-332.
“Early Modern Economic Thought and Portuguese-Jewish Self-Perception,” in José Alberto Silva Tavim, Maria Filomena Lopes de Barros, and Lúcia Liba Muczik, eds., In the Iberian Peninsula and Beyond: A History of Jews and Muslims (15th-17th Centuries), 2 vols., (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2015), 1:348-367.
“Behind Closed Doors: A Dominican Friar’s ‘Debate’ with a Dutch Jew, from the Records of an Inquisition Trial, Lisbon, 1645-1666,” Jewish Studies Quarterly 21:4 (2014), 362-390.

RECENT PAPERS, PUBLIC LECTURES, PRESENTATIONS
“The ‘Sephardim’: An Imagined Diaspora?” Keynote lecture, Frankel Institute Symposium on “Sephardic Identities, Medieval and Early Modern,” University of Michigan, March 27-28, 2019.
“Jews and Conversos in the Early Modern World: The State of the Field,” 2019 Albert & Liese Eckstein Scholar-in-Residence symposium, Arizona State University, January 28, 2019.

“The Sephardim: An Imagined Diaspora?” invited lecture, Carolina Center for Jewish Studies, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, October 7, 2018.

“Negros, Mulatos, and Ashkenazim: Nação and Raça in the Portuguese-Jewish Imagination,” International Conference on “Jews of Portugal and the Spanish-Portuguese Jewish Diaspora,” June 27-28, 2018 (University of Lisbon) and July 2, 2018 (University of Porto).

“Inquisitorial Evidence and Discourses of Dissent in Early Modern Iberia,” Renaissance Society of America Annual Meeting, New Orleans, March 22-24, 2018.

“Race, ‘Nation,’ and Identity Among the Portuguese Jews,” Round Table presentation, American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Washington DC, January 4-7, 2018.
“Non-Jewish ‘Semites’: Américo Castro’s Conversos,” Association for Jewish Studies Annual Conference, Washington, DC, December 17-19, 2017.
“Noahide Law and the Universality of ‘Jewish Salvation’: Christian Hebraists and Portuguese Jews,” The Seventeenth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, Israel, August 6-10, 2017.

RECENT UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Director, Institute for Historical Studies, 4-year term beginning Fall 2017.
Executive Committee, Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies, 2017-2019.
Steering Committee, Institute for Historical Studies, spring 2017.

Chair, Salary committee, History Department, 2016-2017.

Executive committee, History Department, 2015-2016.

RECENT SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

Secretary, American Academy of Jewish Research, 2018-2019.

Selection committee, NEH Senior Scholar Fellowship, Center for Jewish History, New York, NY, 2010-2011, 2018-19. 
Judge, Jordan Schnitzer Book Awards, Association for Jewish Studies, 2017; 2019.
Co-chair, Centennial Project of the American Academy for Jewish Research (chair of website component), summer 2016-present.
Member, Academic Advisory Board, Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 5-year terms, 2012-2017, 2017-present.
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