ELIZABETH McCRACKEN

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

The Hero of This Book (novel) 2022, Ecco Books
Best book of the year: Time, People, Kirkus, The New Yorker, The Washington Post
Shortlist, The Mark Twain American Voice in Literature Prize

The Souvenir Museum (stories) 2021, Ecco Books
	Longlist, National Book Award
	Longlist, The Story Prize

Bowlaway (novel) 2019, Ecco Books
Best book of the year: Publisher’s Weekly, Kirkus Reviews, Washington Post, Entertainment Weekly, and other places

Thunderstruck & Other Stories (2014), The Dial Press
	Story Prize
	Writers’ League of Texas, Book Award for Fiction
	University of Texas University Co-operative Award for Creative Research
	Longlist, National Book Award
	Shortlist, The Believer Award
	Finalist, PEN Center USA Fiction Award
	Longlist, Frank O’Connor Short Story Prize
	Longlist, Folio Prize

An Exact Replica of a Figment of My Imagination (memoir), Little, Brown, 2008
	New York Times Notable Book

Niagara Falls All Over Again (novel), The Dial Press, 2001
	PEN/Winship Award 
	New York Times Notable Book
	Longlist, Orange Prize 
	Longlist, IMPAC Award

The Giant's House (novel), The Dial Press, 1996
	Finalist, National Book Award
	Salon Book Award
	Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Award
	Harold Vursell Award, American Academy of Arts and Letters
	New York Times Notable Book

Here's Your Hat What's Your Hurry (short stories), Turtle Bay/Random House, 1993 
	American Library Association Notable Book

Editions also published or forthcoming in the UK, Poland, Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Japan, Korea, Lithuania, China, Argentina, Brazil, Greece, and Israel.  

SHORT FICTION

“When Monter Trucks Broke Through the Pyramids of Giza,” Zoetrope All-Story, Winter 2022/23

“A Double Act,” Michigan Quarterly Review, Summer, 2021
“The Irish Wedding,” The Atlantic (online), April 2021 (Sunday Times/Audible Short Story Award shortlist)
 
“A Splinter,” Oprah.com, April 2021

“The Get-Go,” American Short Fiction, Spring 2021

“The Souvenir Museum,” Harper’s Magazine (Best American Short Stories 2022)

“It’s Not You,” Zoetrope All-Story, Fall 2019 (Best American Short Stories 2020, Pushcart Prize 2020)

“Proof,” Zoetrope All-Story,” Fall 2017

“A Walk-Through Human Heart,” Zoetrope All-Story, Winter 2017 (notable story, Best American Non-Required Reading, 2017)

“Mistress Mickle, All At Sea,” Zoetrope All-Story, Winter 2016 (reprinted in Pushcart Prize 2017, long-listed for the London Times-EFG Short Story Prize, notable story Best American Short Stories 2017)

“Robinson Crusoe at the Waterpark,” Reader, I Married Him: Stories Inspired by Jane Eyre, edited by Tracey Chevalier, William Morrow, 2016

“Hungry,” Ploughshares, Winter 2014, finalist, Times of London/EFG Short Story Award, reprinted in the Times (London), Feb 1, 2015

“Thunderstruck,” StoryQuarterly, Winter 2014, reprinted in The Best American Short Stories 2015, edited by T. C. Boyle, Mariner Books, 2015

“Peter Elroy: A Documentary,” VQR, Spring 2014

“Birdsong From the Radio,” Zoetrope All-Story, Autumn 2013, reprinted in xo Orpheus: Fifty New Myths, edited by Kate Bernheimer, Penguin, 2013, reprinted The O. Henry Prize Stories, 2015 (editor’s choice).

“Foundling,” Unstuck Annual, 2012

“A Dream of Being Sufficient,” Zoetrope All-Story, Winter 2012

“Property,” Granta, Summer 2010.  Reprinted in The Best American Short Stories 2011, edited by Geraldine Brooks, Mariner Books, 2011 

“The Lost and Found Department of Greater Boston,” Zoetrope All-Story, Winter 2009

“Something Amazing,” Zoetrope All-Story, Spring 2008

“The House of Two Three-Legged Dogs,” Zoetrope All-Story, Spring 2007
 
“Some Terpsichore,” Zoetrope All-Story, Winter 2005.  Reprinted in The Pushcart Prize XXXI: Best of the Small Presses, Pushcart Press, 2007 and The Ecco Book of the Contemporary Short Story, edited by Joyce Carol Oates, Harper Perennial, 2008 

Anonymous short story, The Secret Society of Demolition Writers, edited by Marc Parent, Random House, 2005

“The Womanless Wedding,” Columbia Journal, Spring 2001

“Here’s Your Hat What’s Your Hurry,” The Workshop: Seven Decades of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, edited by Tom Grimes, Hyperion, 1999.  Recording broadcast on Selected Shorts, for National Public Radio
 
“Juliet,” Esquire January 1998

“The Giant of Cape Cod” (novel excerpt), Granta 54: Best of Young American Novelists, 1996

“The Goings-On of the World,” Story, Summer 1991

“Some Have Entertained Angels Unaware,” Epoch, Spring 1991 
 
“It’s Bad Luck to Die,” Michigan Quarterly Review, Winter1991

“Melon Favors,” The Threepenny Review, 1990

SELECTED NON-FICTION

“Elizabeth McCracken Traces the Life of a First Edition…Her Own,” LitHub.com, October 4, 2022

“Barton Springs Pool in the Dark is its Own World,” Texas Monthly, July 2022

“Can Walking on Eggshells Have a Healing Effect? Maybe,” (review of Brood by Jackie Polzin), New York Times Book Review, March 9, 2021

“Jimmy Nelson,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Led, December 23, 2019

“Watson and the Shark,” Paris Review Online, February 21, 2019

“Toward a Unified Theory of Doughnuts,” Literary Hub, February 5, 2019

“Gertrude Jeanette,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 29, 2018
 
“Ricci Martin & Frank Sinatra Jr,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 21st, 2016

“The Container and the Thing Contained,” Harvard Review, Spring 2016 (notable essay, Best American Essays, 2017)

“She Had Expectations,” Thank You, Teacher: Grateful Students Tell the Stories of the Teachers Who Changed Their Lives, edited by Holly and Bruce Holbert, New World Library, 2016

“Little Rascal: Jean Darling,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 31, 2015

“The Dollies,” Two: Photographs by Melissa Ann Pinney, edited by Ann Patchett, HarperDesign, 2015

“Hard to Let Those Good Times Roll,” Please Forward: How Blogging Reconnected New Orleans After Katrina, edited by Cynthia Joyce, UNO Press, 2015.

“My Hero: Alison Bechdel,” guardian.co.uk, September 19, 2014

“Silent Partners: Lorene Yarnell,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 21, 2010.

“They Lived Apart: Martha Mason and Maurizio Montalbini,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 27, 2009

“Wanted: John List, 1925-2008,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 23, 2008

“This Does Not Have to be a Secret” (memoir excerpt), O Magazine, August 2008

“Dial-Tone Phreak: Joybubbles, 1949-2007,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Led, December 30, 2007

“Getting into Hot Water” (travel piece on Bath, UK), Gourmet, August 2007

“Home on Wheels,” Real Simple, June 2007

“The Promised Land” (review of The Yiddish Policeman’s Union by Michael Chabon), Washington Post Book World, May 13, 2007

“The Belle of the Barbell: Pudgy Stockton, 1917-2006,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 31, 2006

“Full,” Death by Pad Thai: 20 Great Writers on Romance, Disappointment, Family, Celebration, and the Meals That Inspired Them, edited by Doug Bauer, Three Rivers Press, 2006

“An American in Paris,” Zoetrope: All-Story, Fall 2006

“Baltic Dreams” (travel piece on Vilnius), Gourmet, November 2006

“Personal Archaeology” (review of Are You Happy? by Emily Fox Gordon), New York Times Book Review, March 19, 2006

“Our Cereal Hero: Thurl Ravenscroft, 1914-2007,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 25, 2005

“Shuffling Along” (review of Dancing in the Dark by Caryl Phillips), Washington Post Book World, October 2, 2005

“The History of Pinheads,” Mortification, edited by Robin Robertson, Fourth Estate, 2004

“The Temporary Kennedy: Vaughn Meader, 1936-2004,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived,  December 26, 2004

“America, America, This Is You: A Complete Explanation of Why, Exactly, I Am Going on Record as Loving America's Funniest Home Videos,” Prime Times: Writers on their Favorite TV Shows, edited by Doug Bauer, Three Rivers Press, 2004

Afterword, Bleak House by Charles Dickens, Signet Classics, 2003

“My Des Moines,” Open House: Writers Redefine Home, edited by Mark Doty, Graywolf, 2003

“Lifeboat: Elizabeth Fowler, 1908-2003,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived, December 23, 2003

“Not Your Father’s Suitcase,” Travel & Leisure, March 2003

Introduction, The Hunchback of Notre Dame by Victor Hugo, Modern Library, 2002

“Out of the Fire: Rose Freedman, 1893-2001,” The New York Times Magazine: The Lives They Lived December 30, 2001

“Sentimental Journey,” Harper’s Bazaar, September 2001

“The Love Interest,” A Few Thousand Words About Love, edited by Mickey Pearlman, St. Martins Press, 1999

“The Road Behind,” The New York Times Magazine, March 8, 1998

“Cousin Elizabeth, Dancing,” Family: American Writers Remember Their Own, edited by Sharon Sloan Fiffer and Steve Fiffer, Pantheon, 1996

“Loving Elvis,” Provincetown Arts, 1993 (Best American Essays Notable Essay)


DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

Director, New Writers Project, 2013-2014, 2021-2022
Associate Director, New Writers Project, 2010-2013, 2014-2021, 2022-
Graduate Advisor, New Writers Project, 2010-
Member, Search Committee, Director of Undergraduate Creative Writing, 2018-2019
Internal Review Committee, English Department, 2015-2017
Co-chair External Review Committee, New Writers Project, 2016-2017 
Executive Committee, English Department, 2015, 2021-2022
Fiction Jury, New Writers Project, 2012-
Fiction Jury, MA in Creative Writing, 2010-2011

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Chair, Michener Center for Writers Graduate Studies Committee, 2021-
Fiction Jury, Michener Center for Writers, 2010-

SELECTED NATIONAL SERVICE

Reader, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies
Reader, American Academy in Berlin
Reader, Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, 2022
Judge, PEN/Bingham Award, 2016, 2020
Fiction Jury, Pulitzer Prize, 2017
External Review Committee, Cornell University, 2015

I regularly write tenure/promotion letters for creative writers at other institutions

FELLOWSHIPS

United States Artists Fellowship, 2021
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies, Frieda L. Miller Fellowship, 2008-09
American Academy in Berlin, Ellen Maria Gorrisen Fellow, 2004
Liguria Study Center, Bogliasco, Italy, Fellow, 2001
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship, 1998
MacDowell Colony Fellowship, 1993
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, 1992
Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown Fellowship, 1990-91, 1992-93
James Michener/Copernicus Society Fellowship, 1990

AWARDS AND HONORS

Texas Book Festival, Texas Writer, 2022
Hamilton Book Award, University of Texas, 2020
National Magazine Award for Fiction 2018
New England Independent Booksellers’ Association President’s Award, 2018
American Short Fiction’s Stars at Night Gold Star for Teaching, 2018
O. Henry Prize Story, 2015
Best American Short Stories, inclusion, 2011, 2015
The Story Prize, 2015
Summer Honors, Fine Arts Work Center, 2015
David Wevill Award for the Teaching of Creative Writing, University of Texas, Austin, 2014
Pushcart Prize, 2006, 2016
The Best of Young American Novelists, Granta,1996
Best American Essays, notable essay, 1994, 2017
Best American Short Stories, notable story, 1991, 1992, 1999, 2009, 2010, 2013, 2017, 2018
Co-op Award for Creative Research, University of Texas, Austin, 2015
O. Henry Prize Story, 2015
Best American Short Stories, inclusion, 2011, 2015, 2020, 2022

EDUCATION

DREXEL UNIVERSITY, MS, Library and Information Science, 1993
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, MFA, Fiction Writing, 1990
	Teaching-Writing Fellow
BOSTON UNIVERSITY, MA, English Literature (concentration Poetry/Playwriting), 1988
BOSTON UNIVERSITY, BA, English Literature, 1988
	Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum Laude, with distinction

UNIVERSITY TEACHING EXPERIENCE

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, AUSTIN, James A. Michener Chair in Fiction, 2010-present

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA WRITERS’ WORKSHOP, Visiting Professor,1999, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2008, 2009

SKIDMORE COLLEGE, Writer-in-Residence, 2006-2008

GRINNELL COLLEGE, Visiting Writer, Fall, 2003

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON, Writer-In-Residence, Spring, 2000

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, EUGENE, Visiting Assistant Professor, Spring 1999

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, Visiting Writer, Spring 1998


