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PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
   Professor, Department of History.  University of Texas at Austin.  Promoted 2016.  
   Director, Center for Asian American Studies.  University of Texas at Austin, 2006-2014 
   Associate Professor, Asian American Studies, College of Ethnic Studies, San Francisco State University, 1996-

2006 (promoted with tenure 2001). 
EDUCATION  
     MA, Ph.D. History, Yale University  
     B.A.   History, Pomona College, cum laude   
SELECT PUBLICATIONS 
  Asian American History: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2016. 
 The Good Immigrants:  How the Yellow Peril Became a Model Minority.  Princeton University Press, 2015.    2017 

Association for Asian American Studies History Book Award; 2016 Robert H. Ferrell Book Prize; 2015 
Theodore J. Saloutos Book Award; 2014-2015 Asian Pacific American Librarians Association Adult Non-
Fiction Honor Book; 2015 Chinese American Librarians Association Award for non-fiction; 2016 Hamilton 
Book Award finalist.  

 Dreaming of Gold, Dreaming of Home: Transnationalism and Migration Between the United States and South China, 1882-1943.  
Stanford University Press, 2000.  Association for Asian American Studies History Book Award, 2002. 

Co-edited with Maddalena Marinari and Maria Cristina Garcia. A Nation of Immigrants Reconsidered: U.S. Society in an 
Age of Restriction, 1924-1965.  Forthcoming, University of Illinois Press, 2019. 

Selected Peer-reviewed Journal Articles and Book Chapters 
Solicited article, “Asian American History and the Perils of a Usable Past,” Modern American History: Inaugural Issue, 

Spring 2018. 
“Transnationalism and the Emergence of the Modern Chinese State: National Rejuvenation and the Ascendance of 

Foreign-Educated Elites (Liuxuesheng),” book chapter solicited for “A Century of Transnationalism: 
Immigrants and their Homeland Connections” edited by Nancy Green and Roger Waldinger. University of 
Illinois Press, 2016. 

With Ellen D. Wu, "Smoke and Mirrors: Conditional Inclusion, Model Minorities, and the Pre 1965 Dismantling of 
Asian Exclusion,” Journal of American Ethnic History 34:  4 (Summer 2015), 43-65. 

“Chinese and American Collaborations through Educational Exchange during the Era of Exclusion, 1872-1955,” 
Pacific Historical Review, co-editor of special issue titled “Conversations on Transpacific History,” 83:2 (May 
2014): 314-332. 

 “From Chop Suey to Mandarin Cuisine:  Fine Dining and the Refashioning of Chinese Ethnicity during the Cold 
War Era.”  In Chinese Americans and the Politics of Race and Culture edited by Sucheng Chan and Madeline Hsu.  
Temple University Press, 2008.   

  “Exporting Homosociality:  Culture and Community in Chinatown America, 1882-1943.”  In Cities in Motion: 
Interior, Coast, and Diaspora in Transnational China, edited by Wen-hsin Yeh, David Strand, and Sherman 
Cochran.  Center for East Asian Studies Press, University of California, Berkeley, 2007. Pp. 219-246. 

 “Migration and Native Place:  Qiaokan and the Imagined Community of Taishan County, Guangdong, 1893-1993.”  
Journal of Asian Studies 59:2 (May 2000):  307-331. 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
  President, Immigration and Ethnic History Society, 2018-2021. 
  Modern American History, Inaugural Board, 2016-2019.  
  Vice-President, International Society for the Study of Chinese Overseas, 2014-2019. 
  Sections Representative, Association for Asian American Studies, 2013-2016.  
  Editorial boards, Pacific Historical Review, 2006-2008; Journal of American Ethnic History, 2014-present; Journal of 

Overseas Chinese, 2003-present.  
  Book review editor, Journal of American Ethnic History, 2005-2008. 


