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Correspondence between the Kremlin and LBJ regarding exchange of
photographs of the moon during various space flights (both Soviet and
American) (1964-1966)



G 3
Lo 303
On July 31, iMemdMﬁmmmgﬁ
Ranger VII successiully photographed the surface of the Moon

from close range. Mwmmeamym
extension in our knowledge of the Moon, The detail of our pere
ception has improved more in this one step than in the thres
centuries of evelution of the sarth-bound telescope. Having
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rations of the future -» will work to the ultimste benefit of
mankind in all lands.

R is, therefore, sn bonor and a privilege to presesnt te you
and your people on behalf of the pecple of the United States
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flight of the Ranger VII. These photographs symbolise
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Sincerely, \,
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Unofficial translation

August 26, 1964

Dear Mr.President:

Thank you for the letter with which you sent me pictures of
the lunar surface made by the American spacecraft "Ranger VII",

We are glad that now, following Soviet scientists who back
in 1959 photographed the other side of the moom, American
scientists have made considerable contribution to common efforts
of states in the research and exploration of outer space.

I share your opinion that the fruits of scientific discoveri
es should be enjoyed by all peoples in the interests of peace and
progress. The Soviet Uniom seeks that outer space serve peaceful
purposes exclusively.

Sincerely,

N.Ehrushchev

His Excellency
Lyndon B.Johnson
President of the United States
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of America

Washington
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. (TRANSLATION)
LS #0. 44635

T-103/R-XVII
Russian

Moscow, The Kremlin, March 9, 1966

Dear Mr. President,

It gives me great pleasure to send you photographs of the Moon's
surface received from the Soviet automatic station "Luna 9" which, for
the first time,made a soft landing on the Moon on February 3, 1966.

The successful comﬁletion of this new and, in-its complexity, excep-
tional space experiment represents another step by mankind in the explora-
tion and conquest of outer space. ‘

The Soviet Union did in the past and will in the future exert efforts
to utilize the achievements of space science, as well as science as a
whole, for peaceful purposes exclusively, so that thesé achievements be

placed in the service of creation and progress rather than that of

destruction.

Respectfully
[Signed]
N. Podgorny
Chairman of the Presidium of the

Supreme Soviet of the USSR

His Excellency
Mr. Lyndon Baines Johnson,

President of the United States of America
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Incoming Message

In connection with the successful completion of the soft landing
of the spacecraft Surveyor I om the moon, please accept, Mr, President,
our congratulations for the American specialists who ensured the suc-
cess of this flight,

Respectfully,

H. Podgorny
Mogeow, Kremlin
June 3, 1966
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Friday, June 10, 1966
Mz, President:

This proposed drafl leiter thanks
Mr. Podgorayy for the Luna 9 photographs
he sent you recently and for his congratu-
lations on the successful Surveyor I landing.
id alaa transmits to him, with appropriate
ntiments, the folio of photographs you
are wm&ag to the other chieis of state.
The text of the letter is a blend of the
acknowledgment drafts proposed by the
State Department and the language you have
already approved for use with all chiefs of
state.
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W. W. Rostow
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awm of m wmoon taken &y the Surveyor § spacecrait,

the wo id in the hope that they will
sinbined kaowledge of the lunar suriace.
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Foreign Minister Gromyko's letter to Secretary General

U Thant calling for a treaty governing the exploration of the

moon and other celestial bodies., As you know, I made a

proposal on this subject in a speech in Texas on May 7 of this

year. In my view, the speedy conclusion of a treaty regulat-

ing the activities of states in outer space is one of the most
nportant tasks facing the world community, for such an

sgreement would do much to ensure that man's advances in
this field proceed in a peaceful atmosphere, I believe that we
should work together towards this goal so that a treaty caa be
concluded as soon as poseible, 1 have the strong feeling that
if we are wise and ecarnest, what is happening in outer space
can help u# live better together on carth,

Sincerely,
5!
L b7

tHis Excellency
Nikolai V. Podgornyy
Chairman of the Supreme
Soviet of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics
Moscow
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