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Proficiency

2010 Edition

While the term may invoke the 
ACTFL Guidelines of the 1980s, 
much empirical and practical re-
search has been conducted over 
the past three decades on bringing 
our students to ever-higher levels 
of functional proficiency in their 
languages. 

Proficiency:
pro·fi·cien·cy  [pruh-fish-uhn-see]
–noun  the state of being proficient; 
skill; expertness

Thomas J. Garza tells all in 

this dishy new look at 

language proficiency in the 

classroom!

Prof. Thomas J. Garza
Director, Texas Language Center and 

Associate Professor of Slavic and Eurasian Studies

*I Can Speaking Good!  
The ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines Revisited

In preparation for our day-long 
proficiency workshop on April 24, 
Dr. Garza will present an over-
view of basic tents of the 1986 
ACTFL Proficiency Guildelines 
and their use in professional and 
academic contexts.  He will also 
show how the current (2001) 
guidelines address much of the 
critisicm levelled against the de-
scriptiors and their widespread 
use.


