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Proficiency-oriented or communicative classrooms are often accused of sacrificing
accuracy in favor of fluency, or delaying students’ acquisition of important structures
without which (it is assumed) they cannot completely engage with the language. But do
students really need to know the grammar of a construction in order to understand it and
use it? Putting that assumption aside allows us to explore what approaching grammar
within a “need to know” framework might look like, and think about ways to improve
fluency *and* accuracy without sacrificing either one.
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